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Ye 
So Might | Come 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


CANNOT tell if it be soon or late, 
When He shall come for whom my 
spirit yearns: 
I only know that, breathlessly, I wait 
Until the moment when my Lord 
returns; 

Until He comes, and I, at last, may look 
Through all eternity upon that face 
That I have found so precious in the 

Book, 
Where God records the story of His 
grace. 


But while I wait below, 
Lord, to 


I cannot tell. . .. 
Oh, might it please Thee, 
trace a bit 
Of Thy great love upon my face, and 
show 
Thyself to other hearts because of it: 
So might I come, at last, before Thy 
throne, 
Not empty-handed, Saviour—not alone. 
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Why Did This Happen to Me? 


When tragedy strikes, temptation 
begins. Disaster comes in many forms: 
sudden illness, accident, death, loss of 
reason, lawsuits, a financial crash, or, 
what is often worst of all, the falling 
away from the faith or the scandalous 
sin of some member of a family. Then 
come the temptations to doubt God’s 
goodness, the truths of the Bible, one’s 


own salvation, and whether the Chris- 
tian life is after all worth while. The 
moment any of these are entertained, 
they bring with them discouragement, 
resentment, neglect of Bible study and 
prayer, and other wrongdoing. At such 
times there is a kind of two-edged ques- 
tion, which can be either devastating or 
instructive. It is, “Why did this happen 
to me?” It can be destructive to one’s 
spiritual state if it hides criticism of 
God’s management of our affairs, doubts 
that He can or will keep His promises, 
and the idea that we have done so much 
for Him that we deserve better treatment 
at His hands. One way to grapple with 
this sort of temptation is to ask another 
question and say: “Why shouldn’t it 
happen to me? Do I not know very 
well down deep in my Heart that I am 
a great sinner, that I have repeatedly 
sinned against God and fallen short of 
His commandments? If Christ had not 
taken my place, would I not deserve 
hell, which is far worse than this? Am 
I so much better than others that I do 
not deserve the kind of trials they must 
pass through?” The answers to these 
questions will help to subdue our re- 
bellious spirits, and remind us to be 
thankful for the mercy God has shown 
us in the past and to be patient under 
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His chastening. The question can be in- 
structive if we recall that “whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth, . . . Now 
no chastening for the present seemeth 
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby” (Heb, 12:6, 11). We 
must learn that we are human beings, 
that we are still living in this world, 
and that we must share in the trials of 
this world. God’s people are not always 
exempt. In the last twenty-five years 
some of God’s dear servants have been 
cut off in strange ways: Charles W. 
Abel, founder of the Kwato Mission, was 
fatally injured by a truck in England; 
the Rev. Walter Turnbull of the Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance, returning 
to Nyack after preaching over the radio, 
was thrown from a car and killed; Betty 
and John Stam were martyred in China; 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Whitlock and three 
of their children on their way back to 
the mission field were killed when a 
plane crashed in the sea. If we are still 
spared, let us thank God and take cour- 
age, and serve Him more diligently. If 
tragedy strikes us, let us ask Him, “Lord, 
what wouldst thou teach me through 
this sore trial?” 
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The Member That Hurts the Membership 


HEN we consider the title, we 
might think of some church mem- 
ber who is very worldly, thereby 


bringing great discredit to the Lord’s 
work. Or we might think of someone 
in the congregation who was led astray 
by legalistic teaching, or by one of the 
cults of our day. 

However, none of these members is 
intended. Such people are dangerous, 
no doubt, but they do not hurt church 
memberships nearly so often as a certain 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Rom. 5:1). 




















member of our body when it is out of 
control. That member is spoken of at 
some length in the third chapter of 
James—the tongue. 


The inspired writer gives the a here 
toward becoming a perfect servant of 
the Lord. He tells us how we may be 
able to control the other members of 
our body. “If any man offend not in 
word,” he writes, “the same is a perfect 
man, and able also to bridle the whole 
body” (Jas. 3:2b). He goes on to say 
that the tongue is like the bit in the 
mouth of a horse, or like the rudder 
on a great ship: It is so little, and yet 
its influence is so very great. It is lightly 
esteemed, yet when under the control 
of the Holy Spirit, who alone can mor- 
tify its evil behavior, it can bring great 
rewards, both to us and to the Lord’s 
work—for “the fruit of righteousness is 
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sown in peace of them that make peace 
(Jas. 8:18). 

We lustily sing, “Lord, plant my feet 
on higher ground”; but the acid test 
of our vocally expressed aspirations 
(discounting the sound, of course!) 
comes when someone slanders our char- 
acter or that of someone else. Some 
of the most spiritually minded church 
members fail just at this point, and the 
result many times is a troubled miem- 
bership. They may rank high in the 
congregation, they may be fine Bible 
teachers—yes, soul-winners and prayer- 
warriors; but if they are in the habit 
of taking up a tale about others, or 
taking great pains to vindicate them- 
selves, their zeal and knowledge and 
faith may become just hay, wood, and 
stubble in God’s sight. 

This is why the writer of the Book 
of Hebrews warned the brethren to look 
diligently “lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouble you, and thereby 
many be defiled” (Heb. 12:15). The 
most dangerous of all the “isms” of our 
day is not Communism, or Catholicism, 
but the one mentioned in 1 Corinthians 
12:24, 25: “For our comely parts have 
no need: but God hath tempered the 
body together, having given more abun- 
dant honour to that part which lacked: 
that there should be no schism in the 
body; but that the members should have 
the same care one for another.” Divi- 
sion in the Body of Christ, God’s positive 
testimony in this wicked world, is the 
thing most to be feared. 

Darts of slander are one of the Devil’s 
powerful weapons, and when he aims 
he usually points pretty high—at the 
pastor of a congregation, or the leader 
of a work. He did this in the case of 
Miriam and Aaron, when they said of 
Moses, “Hath the Lord indeed spoken 
only by Moses? hath he not spoken also 
by us?” or in the case of Korah, who 
rose up before Moses with two hundred 
and fifty princes of the assembly (note 
in Num. 16:2 that they were “men of 
renown”), saying, “Ye take too much 
upon you, seeing all the congregation 
are holy, every one of them, and the 
Lord is among them: wherefore then 
lift ye up yourselves above the congre- 
gation of the Lord?” 

Such tragic scenes are being re-enacted 
over and over today in congregations 
throughout our land. Miriams and 
Aarons and Korahs are yielding to the 
temptation of Satan, questioning the 
authority of God-anointed leaders and 


elders of the flock. But God's order is 


still the same, the elder and then the 
congregation—the husband and then the 
wife—the parent and then the child— 
the ruler and then the citizen. It may 
not set well with some in this day of 
self-expression, but it is still the Word 
of the living God. 

David’s life is a great example of this. 
Small wonder he was called a man after 
God’s own heart. Twice when he might 
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have killed his enemy, Saul, he refused, 
saying, “The Lord forbid that I should 
do this thing unto my master, the Lord’s 
anointed, to stretch forth mine hand 
against him, seeing he is the anointed 
of the Lord” (1 Sam. 24:6; 26:8-11). 
When a certain man came fto him, 
thinking that David would’ reward him 
for his tidings of Saul’s death, David 
said, “Thy blood be upon thy head; for 
thy mouth hath testified against thee, 
saying, I have slain the Lord’s anointed” 
(2 Sam. 1:16). Read also in reference 
to Saul’s anointing verses 14 and 21 of 
the same chapter. Read how David wept 
at the grave of Abner, his enemy, Saying, 
“Know ye not that there is a prince 
and a great man fallen this day in 
Israel?” (2 Sam. 3:38.) Read his reac- 
tion at the time when the head of Ish- 
bosheth, another of his enemies, was 
brought to him (2 Sam. 4:8-12). And 
this was David’s behavior on behalf of 
his enemies, when all of the time he 
had been anointed by Samuel and of the 
Lord to rule over the household of Is- 
rael. He did not vindicate himself, or 
seek to avenge himself, but trusted God 
to do so in His own time. 

The same thing applies to the homes of 
our land, even the Christian homes. 
The “tongue ruins its peace more than 
anything else. Husbands are_ told to 
“love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself for 
it” (Eph. 5:25). But it has been the sad 
experience of the writer, and other min- 
isters, to whom the problems of home 
life are so often confided, that many 
wives are not willing to submit them- 
selves to their husbands, as they are 
told to do in Ephesians 5. Such Scrip- 
ture portions as 1 Timothy 2:9-15 and 
1 Peter 3:1-6 are cast aside as though 
they were out of date, as many think 
in this day of divorce and separation. 
But it still follows that “the husband 
is the head of the wife, even as Christ 
is the head of the church” (Eph. 5:23). 
This teaching may go contrary to the old 
nature, it may not coincide with our 
present-day standards, but we would 
more often have the Lord’s true guid- 
ance in the home or in the house of 
God if we would honor the advice of 
the Christian man above that of the 
woman, 

There is a story of an old couple whose 
team of horses was pulling them through 
the deep snow. When their difficult 
task was finished, the wife said: “Oh, 
wouldn't it be wonderful, dear, if we 
could do as those fine horses did! Would 
that we might pull together in the home 
as they did in this terrible storm!” To 
which statement the husband blandly 
replief: “True, true. And we could do 
it, too, on one condition.” “And what 
might that be?” the wife queried won- 
deringly. “Very easily, my dear. We 
could do it if there was only one tongue 
between us!” 


In Proverbs 6:16-19, we read of some 
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things that the Lord hates: “A proud 
look, a lying tongue, and hands that 
shed innocent blood, an heart that de- 
viseth wicked imaginations, feet that be 
swift in running to mischief, a false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that 
soweth discord among brethren.” It is 
significant that of these seven things as 
many as three of them apply to the 
tongue. And if God hates these things, 
then so should we as His children. We 
should hate tee sin of sowing discord 
among brethren, knowing that the mem- 
ber that ruins the membership of most 
Spiritual churches is the tongue. May 
God help us to say with David, “Set a 
watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep 
the door of my lips.” 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Uniform Lessons and the 
American Standard Version 


Inasmuch as you have been sponsor- 
ing the International Uniform Lessons 
for many years and as I have been an 
interested reader for many years also, 
may I ask that you furnish your sub- 
scribers with some information on the 
way the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education came to produce the 
lesson outlines and stranglehold their 
control by copyright; also if their se- 
curing of the copyright of the Ameri- 
can Standard Version had any connec- 
tion therewith? May we also learn 
what is involved in the copyright of 
the Uniform Lessons and when this 
copyright will expire? 

It would, furthermore, be interesting 
to know what the motive was on the 
part of the International Council of 
Religious Education in acquiring the 
copyright on the American Standard 
Version. It seems very strange that 
while that body holds the rights to 
the ASV, it has used the KJV as the 
basis of its lesson outlines. All these 
matters seem to be tied in with the 
new Revised Standard Version.—An 
Ohio reader, 

The story of the International Uniform 
Lessons is given in a “Handbook on the 
Origin and History of the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons,” by 
Edwin Wilbur Rice and James McCon- 
aughy.! The history, criticisms, merits, 
and unique features of the Uniform Les- 
sons are dealt with in this little volume 
in a detailed and interesting way. From 
it the following facts and quotations 
are taken. 

There was a system of uniform Bible 
lessons from 1825 to 1850. These were 
based on the work of several men in 
different parts of the country, and were 
combined by the American .Sunday- 
School Union into one plan known as 
the “Limited Uniform Bible Lessons” in 





1 American Sunday-School Union, 1816 Chest- 
nut St., Philadelphia 3; 1922; $1. 


(Continued on page 339) 
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ll. The House of the Interpreter 


A museum of object lessons on 
the Christian life 


EACHING the Wicket Gate, the 
R burdened traveler, while enlight- 

ened as to what to do, did not 
lose his burden there. In his dream, 
Bunyan heard Christian ask Good-Will 
how he could get rid of his wearying 
load. Good-Will replied, “As to thy bur- 
den, be content to bear it until thou 
comest to the place of deliverance; for 
there it will fall from thy back of itself.” 
And, as we shall later see, there is no 
relief from the guilt and burden of sin 
save by the death and resurrection of 
Christ. 

Acting upon this advice, Christian 
girded up his loins and trudged along 
until he came to “the House of the In- 
terpreter, where he knocked over and 
over. At last one came to the door, and 
asked who was there.” Then Inter- 
preter, the goodman of the house, said 
to inquiring Christian: “Come in; I 
will show thee that which will be profit- 
t! So he commanded his man 


able to thee 

to light the candle, and bid Christian 
follow him: so he had him into a pri- 
vate room, and bid his man open a 
door.” 


Would that we had space to deal with 
all that Christian was shown in the spa- 
cious House, apart from the first picture 
of a very grave person! What heart- 
searching truths we could glean from 
the “large parlor that was full of dust,” 
symbolic of the inefficiency of the Law; 
the two little children, Passion and Pa- 
tience, suggesting the true perspective 
of Time and Eternity; “a fire burning 
against a wall,” which, although water 
was thrown upon it, burned “higher and 
hotter”—descriptive of the all-sufficiency 
of Christ’s grace. 

Perhaps there is no section of “The 
Pilgrim’s Progress” so crowded with in- 
struction and valuable lessons as the 
few pages taken up with Christian’s stay 
in the House of the Interpreter. Each 
of the scenes exhibited affords precious 

“and everlasting truths told in “lofty 
and Heaven-colored imagery, simple and 
direct language,” and with thrilling bold- 
ness and practical wisdom. Dr. George 
Cheever in his lectures on “The Life and 
Times of John Bunyan” remarks, “It 
would be difficult to find twelve con- 
secutive pages in the English language 
that contain such volumes of meaning, 
in such beautiful and instructive lessons, 
with such heavenly imagery, in so pure 
and sweet a style, and with so thrilling 
an appeal to the best affections of the 
heart, as these pages descriptive of 
Christian’s sojourning in the House of 
Interpreter.” 


INTERPRETER HIMSELF 


We do not have to seek far for an 





By HERBERT LOCKYER, Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


Within John Bunyan’s great allegory, 
in the Interpreter’s house, Christian 
found many shorter allegories and 
illustrations that teach Gospel truth 
in an unforgettable way. Here he 
found that those who would guide 
others on the pilgrimage toward 
Heaven must have a sixfold passion, 
which Dr. Lockyer explains in this 
third article of his series on “Scenes 
and Sermons from Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress.” Continuing in next week’s 
issue, the series will contain four 
more articles. 








understanding of the Interpreter’s iden- 


tity. He is the Holy Spirit, whose func- 
tion is to lead and guide seekers into 


the truth, and to reveal unto them the 
things of Christ (John 16:13, 14). The 
Spirit‘alone can interpret the secrets of 
God to the inquiring heart. Before gain- 
ing admission, Christian “knocked over 
and over”—an action recalling the words 
of Jesus, “Knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you” (Luke 11:9). 

While the Spirit alone is the Inter- 
preter, “one of a thousand,” yet the 
Spirit-taught preachers and teachers are 
all interpreters of the Word. As Dr. 
Alexander Whyte expresses it, “Every 
minister of the Gospel is an interpreter, 
and every evangelical church is an in- 
terpreter’s house.” The Interpreter 
“commanded his man to light the candle” 
—a figure suggesting the Word, which 
is “a lamp unto my feet” (Psa. 119: 105). 
Spmritual illumination comes only from 
the Spirit, through the Word. An old, 
wise rule for all who seek guidance is, 
“Not by the Spirit without the Word; 
nor by the Word without the Spirit.” 
The Spirit and the Word agree in one. 
“To depend upon the Spirit for enlight- 
enment without the Word would lead to 
fanaticism,” says Dr. Robert Stevenson, 
dealing with the House of the Inter- 
preter in his “Expositions of The Pil- 
grim’s Progress.” “To trust to the Word 
without the Spirit would lead to for- 
mality. Both are needed. 

The Spirit breathes upon the Word 

And brings the truth to sight; 
Precepts and promises afford 
A sanctifying light. 
—Wm. Cowper. 

It is impossible for any new convert to 
reflect too deeply upon his dependence 
on the Spirit, who alone can reveal to 
the inward vision the things of God” 
(1 Cor. 2:9, 10). 


THE PICTURE’ OF A VERY GRAVE PERSON 


By the light of a candle, Christian 
Saw a “picture of a very grave person 
hang up against the wall; and this was 





the fashion of it.” Then follows one of 
the most memorable and appealing por- 
traits of a spiritual guide to be found in 
English literature: 

“This was the fashion of it: it had 
eyes lifted up to heaven, the best of 
books in its hand, the law of truth was 
written upon its lips, the world was be- 
hind its back: it stood as if it pleaded 
with men, and a crown of gold did hang 
over its head.” 

This cameo of the “grave person” was 
embodied in a statue of Bunyan himself, 
erected in bronze at Bedford, and it 
speaks to the onlooker as Henry Martyn’s 
picture did to Charles Simeon. “There!” 
said Mr. Simeon, looking up with affec- 
tionate earnestness at Mr. Martyn’s pic- 
ture, as it hung over his fireplace, “there! 
see that blessed man. What an expres- 
sion of countenance! No one looks at me 
as he does: he never takes his eyes off 
me, and seems always to be saying, ‘Be 
serious; be in earnest: don't trifle.’” 
Then, smiling at the picture and gently 
bowing, he added, “And I won't trifle 


. a won't trifle.” 


The primary lesson Christian had to 
learn as he gazed upon the picture hang- 
ing upon the wall is graphically de- 
scribed: 

“Then said Christian, ‘What means 
this?’ Said the Interpreter, ‘The man 
whose picture this is, is one of a thou- 
sand. He can beget children (1 Cor. 
4:15), travail in birth with children (Gal. 
4:19), and nurse them himself when they 
are born. And whereas thou seest him 
with his eyes lift up to heaven, the 
best of books in his hand, and the law 
of truth writ on his lips: it is to show 
thee, that his work is to know, and un- 
fold dark things to sinners: even as also 
thou seest him stand as if he pleaded 
with men. And whereas thou seest the 
world as cast behind him, and that a 
crown hangs over his head; that is to 
show thee, that slighting and despising 
the things that are present, for the love 
that he hath to his Master’s service, he 
fis sure in the world that comes next, 
to have glory for his reward. Now,’ 
said the Interpreter, ‘I have showed thee 
this picture first, because the man whose 
picture this is, is the only man whom 
the Lord of the place whither thou art 
going hath authorized to be thy guide 
in all difficult places thou mayest meet 
with in the way.’” 

This striking, unforgettable picture 
needs little explanation. Al] who would 
guide others on their Heavenward jour- 
ney must be characterized by a sixfold 
passion. 


Passion for Prayer—Eyes lifted up to 
Heaven. Without prayer, although a 
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preacher may be clever, versatile, and 
eloquent, he will only function as sound- 
ing brass and a tinkling cymbal. Power 
never rises above the level of one’s per- 
sonal prayer life. Noticing the eyes of 
the grave person raised to Heaven, 
Christian asked Interpreter, “What means 
this?” The reply should burn itself into 
the heart of any preacher. “He can 
beget children, travail in birth with 
children, and nurse them himself when 
they are born.” Birth-pangs for souls 
spring from prevailing intercession. 
How haunting is the phrase, “He bore 
his great commission in his look”! Does 
our very mien indicate our gravity re- 
garding the peril of the lost? May our 
very deportment suggest the Master! 
He bore his great commission in his look, 
But sweetly tempered awe, and softened 
all he spoke. 
He preached the joys of heaven, and pains 
of hell, 
And warned the sinner with becoming 
zeal, 
* But on eternal mercy loved to dwell. 
Passion for Scripture—“The best of 
books in his hand.” To John Bunyan, 
the Bible was not one of the best of 
books, but the best. Prayer and the 
constant reading of the Word go to- 
gether. The one passion feeds the other. 
Too many preachers today are not 
authorized guides, able to “know and 
unfold the dark things of the best of 
books to sinners,” simply because they 
discredit the supremacy and infallibil- 
ity of the Bible. 


Passion for Spirituality.—“The law of 
truth was written upon its lips.” What 
is the use of the book in our hands 
unless it is translated into the law of 
truth written upon our lips? Lips bear- 
ing the message of truth should not 
be guilty of lying or of gross exaggera- 
tion. Lips and life must harmonize with 
God’s eternal Truth. We read of Christ, 
“The life was the light of men” (John 
1:4). It is not so much what we say, 
but the true consecrated life pulsating 
through all we say that impresses others 
with the reality of the truth we proclaim. 


Passion for Separation.—“The world 
was behind its back.” This attitude re- 
veals that we are to turn from present 
things for love of the Master’s service. 
Worldly pleasures and pursuits, and sin- 
tainted methods of enjoyment cripple 
our love for prayer, the Word, and for 
souls: Mary Slessor of Calabar was 
right when she said, “Complete separa- 
tion from the world spells power for 
God.” 


Passion for Souls.—“It stood as if it 
pleaded with men.” How impressive 
is the earnest, passionate attitude of 
the guide Bunyan portrayed! Richard 
Baxter of Kidderminster stood and 


preached “as a dying man to dying men.” 
The Lord Jesus wept over Jerusalem, 
shedding tears, leading to shedding of 
blood. 
of the Master’s is ours? 


Can we say that this passion 
Possibly we 
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have become accustomed to handling 
sacred things. Now we are so cold, 
formal, mechanical even in speaking of 
Christ. Has love ceased to burn on the 
altar of the heart? No longer are we 
swept along by Calvary’s passion and 
compassion for lost souls. “Affectionate 
in look, and tender in address, as well 
becomes a messenger of grace to guilty 
men.” 

Passion for Reward.—“A crown of gold 
did hang over its head.” The Inter- 
preter explained this feature in no un- 
certain terms: “He is sure in the world 
that comes next to have glory for his 
reward.” While we cannot work to gain 
Heaven, we can labor as slaves for our 
rewards in our Lord’s coming Kingdom. 
Crowns are offered, and they must be 


Door-to-Door Visitation 


5 April 18, 1953 


won. Is the judgment seat of Christ, 
and its review of and reward for our 
service, our constant incentive? It is 
to be feared that too many will stand 
before the Judge with a saved sou] but 
a lost life. Heaven, but not the crowns, 
will be Ours. God grant that all of us 
may labor for a full reward! 
Give me the priest whose graces shall 
possess, 
Of an ambassador, the just address; 
A father’s tenderness, a shepherd's care, 
A leader’s courage which the cross can 
bear; 
A fisher’s patience, and a labourer'’s toil; 
A guide’s dexterity to disembroil: 
A prophet’s inspiration from above; 
A teacher's knowledge, and a Saviour'’s 
love. 
Bishop Thomas Ken (1637-1711). 


(To be continued) 


Five essentials for carrying the Gospel to those who may not otherwise hear 


UR church group, undenominational 

and evangelistic in spirit, observed 
on a number of occasions days set apart 
for prayer and study of the Word. We 
met at the pastor’s house on Saturdays, 
or on a holiday, and were led in our 
meditations and prayer periods by our 
minister, visiting missionaries, or out- 
standing Christian laymen. One of these 
told of his adventures going from door 
to door, giving out the Good News. 
Other events occurred during this period 
which strengthened my impression that 
here was a work in which many more 
church members should be sharing. So 
after much reflection and prayer, I sug- 
gested to a friend that we try it, too. 

We started out on our campaign 
of door-to-door visitation, my friend 
and I, with some trepidation at first, 
but gaining confidence as we remem- 
bered that we were not peddlers or 
agents, but ambassadors of the King of 
kings, and that those. who reject the 
message are signing their own warrant 
of eternal death. However, we found 
the majority of those we contacted con- 
fused, in doubt, truly sheep without a 
shepherd—and sometimes we_= struck 
gold. 

Our method of approach is still in the 
experimental stage, but we have found 
that a warm, friendly manner and a 
simple and clear statement of our pur- 
pose almost without exception meets 
with a courteous response. We go equip- 
ped with our Bibles, notebooks, and as- 
sorted tracts. Notebooks are very useful 
for taking down addresses for follow-up 
work of whatever sort is needed, for 
noting prayer requests, and data that 
may prove useful in the future. There 
are tracts for a multitude of purposes 
—for children, for the Jewish people, 
tracts that convict of sin and the need 
of a Saviour, and a number that meet 
specific problems of believers. 
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When someone replies to our question, 
“Have you accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour? Do you know 
that you have eternal life in Him?” with 
the reply, “Of course! I've been a mem- 
ber of the ———— church for years,” 
we hasten to explain the difference be- 
tween ordinary church membership and 
membership in that group of born-again 
believers who constitute the body of 
Christ. The terms may be synonymous, 
but are not necessarily so. (Such Scrip- 
tures as John 3:3, 16, 36; 2 Corinthians 
5:17; Isaiah 52:5, 6; 1 John 1:12; Revela- 
tion 3:20; 1 Peter 2:24 may be used to 
make the point clear.) If no definite 
decision is reached during the inter- 
view, we will leave a tract which dis- 
cusses the question as to whether or not 
joining the church makes one a Chris- 
tian. 

Another approach we have tried and 
which causes a thoughtful reaction_ is 
this: to the person who answers the 
doorbell, we say with a pleasant smile: 
“Good morning! We are about the 
Lord’s business this morning,” or, “We 
are Christian workers, and we are won- 
dering if you would answer a question 
for us.” 

“Why, I'll try. 
to know?” 

“If you were to drive down Wilshire 
Boulevard today and meet with an acci- 
dent in which you would lose your life, 
are you sure of where you would spend 
eternity?” 

To some this may seem a harsh and 
startling method of accomplishing our 
purpose, but are we any more merciful, 
granting that we believe what God’s 
Word says, to allow these same people 
to go out of life and find the door of 
opportunity forever closed? We first 
heard this particular approach used by 
a Hebrew Christian, a successful soul- 
winner of our acquaintance, in dealing 
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with his own people, and it unfailingly 
brought a thoughtful response and 
seemed to open the way to the hearer’s 
heart. The question itself is clear in its 
meaning and does not allow of misun- 
derstanding as other questions sometimes 
do. Christian Scientists have assured 
us that they know Christ as their Sav- 
iour. When additional explanation is 
given, people of this belief and kindred 
groups—Unity, New Thought, and the 
like, will most often refuse to carry the 
discussion further. 

But the thrill of “striking gold”! At 
a house where we stopped one Saturday 
morning, our greeting brought the an- 
swer, “Won't you come in and sit down? 
Just this past week I had a letter from 
my sister. She says she’s been in a 
church all her life and has only recently 
come to know Christ as her Saviour— 
she’s been born again. Now she says 
everything is different, and she’s so 
happy. I'd like to get what she has.” 

We spent an hour or more there, show- 
ing this woman that all men need a 
Saviour (Rom. 3:23; Ezek. 18:4, 20: Jer. 
17:9): that Christ died for sinners (1 Pet, 
2:24: Rom. 5:8; Isa. 53:5, 6), and that 
Jesus waits to enter the penitent heart 
(Rev. 3:20; Psa. 34:18; 51:17). She was 
glad to receive Him and to have peace in 
her heart. 


A Prodigious Memory Not Necessary 


We have not found it necessary to 
have a prodigious memory for Scrip- 
ture passages in order to lead people 
to Christ. Too many references often 
prove confusing to one who is hearing 
them, perhaps for the first time. The 
use of a few that are definitely to the 
point will better accomplish the pur- 
pose, and there are many Christians who 
have a wealth of verses stored away in 
their minds and who never or only 
rarely use them. A thorough familiar- 
ity with the Word is obviously desirable, 
and a necessity when involved in dis- 
cussion, but lack of a Bible school or 
seminary education is too often used as 
an excuse for not speaking to others 
about Christ. It has been said that any- 
one who has received Christ as Saviour 
can show another the way to Him. 

Those possessing wealth and every 
material advantage often feel the empti- 
ness of their lives. A charming and 
gracious woman, obviously of the world 
and well-to-do, confessed to us that God 
was not real to her, even though she 
had sought Him in many good works— 
hospital visitation, USO, and Red Cross 
work. At the time we called on her, 
she was studying one of the popular 
cults, one which was teaching her to 
look within herself for the answer to 
her problems, to pull herself up by her 
own bootstraps, as the old saying has it. 
She was realizing the futility and dead- 
end of such effort. 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 was used to show her 
the reason for her failure to reach God 
through good works; Romans 3:10 and 
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23 pointed her to her need; Romans 5:8 
demonstrated the grace of God to the 
sinner; and John 3:16 and Revelation 
3:20 made plain how Christ enters the 
heart. She gladly received Him and 
knelt with us while we thanked God 
for His wonderful gift and His wonderful 
Word, and asked Him to make His pres- 
ence very real to her, and prayed for 
her continued growth in grace. 

Dogs had been a real problem to me. 
Since the day in my childhood when a 
German shepherd dog had jumped at 
me from the rumble seat of a roadster, 
I had been afraid of them—and one is 
bound to meet dogs of all sorts in house- 
to-house visitation. One day as we went 
up one side of the street, I watched a 
police dog on the opposite side run out 
and bark fiercely at everything that 
passed. As we approached him, I was 
tempted to make 4 wide circuit. What 
if we did miss one house? Then the 
thought came that the Lord who had 
sent us about His business would surely 
protect us in the performance of it. 
There would be other dogs. It would 
certainly make a difference in my testi- 
mony if I avoided them all. As we ap- 
proached the house, a man passed down 
the other side of the street with a small 
Scottie on a leash. The big dog was 
frantic, and the man spoke sternly to 
him. To my amazement, the monster 
went quietly back into his yard and 
started to gnaw a bone. As we passed 
up the walk, he didn't even look up, 
for which I praised the Lord. 

In this visitation work we have found 
the most attentive listeners among the 
Jewish people. Sometimes they appear 
argumentative, but it is the searching of 
active, inquiring minds seeking § an 
authoritative answer. We spent the bet- 
ter part of one morning answering the 
questions of a cultured European Jew 
who was suffering from the misconcep- 
tion, common to his people, that all Gen- 
tiles are Christians. The bitterness which 
they often feel toward their perse- 
cutors down through the ages is directed, 
through this error, toward the Chris- 
tians. When we explained that no one is 
born a Christian, but becomes a son of 
God through a new birth, and that in 
Christ all races are one, he began to 
see the light. The idea had never oc- 
curred to him before, 


A Hungry Jewess 


In a Jewish apartment house, we found 
a woman waiting for us at the foot of 
the stairs. She greeted us with, “When 
I saw you coming, I said to myself, 
‘Those must be the ladies who left these 
under my door.’” She held up the tracts 
that we had been given permission to 
leave at each apartment. “Everyone in 
this house wouldn’t be interested,” she 
continued, “but I would read anything 
you could give me. I'd like to know 
more about it.” We explained that Jesus 
was the Messiah and the only Way now 
provided by which erring man could 
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come to God. She eagerly took all the 
literature we gave her, including a proph- 
ecy New Testament, promising to read it. 

An attractive Jewish girl, a univer- 
sity student, started out by assuring us 
loftily that she was an atheist, but later 
she admitted to doubt and to her need, 
when proof from the Word was given 
to her. 

On another visiting day, a rainy, cold 
one which did not seem to promise much 
result, four small children, left in th: 
care of an elderly woman, asked tl 
Lord to come into their hearts. 


Strange Fruit 

As we have gone about giving out t’ 
Word, many have offered encouragemen‘ 
some would offer us money (which we 
always refuse with the explanation that 
God's gift is free to all), and invitations 
to tea, and the like, have been prof- 
fered (almost always refused as our 
time is limited, and there is a strong 
temptation to get side-tracked). With 
but one notable exception, we have been 
courteously received. The rather vio- 
lent refusal that I recall with a smile 
occurred one morning. My partner and 
I had climbed a flight of rickety stairs 
on the outside of the house to the sec- 
ond story and stood on the quaking 
porch while we knocked at the door. It 
was answered by an unhappy-looking, 
white-haired woman, who waited grimly 
for us to “speak our piece.” 

When we had greeted her and began 
to tell her our purpose, using a verse 
of Scripture, she interrupted vehemently 
with, “Don’t you quote the Bible to me! 
I'm eighty-five years old and been in 
church ever since I was five.’ I wouldn't 
be a bit surprised if I knew more about 
the Bible than you do!” Bang! Her 
slamming of the door caused the porch 
to tremble and us with it. My partner 
and I stared at each other speechless, 

I stooped to leave a tract in the door 
in parting, but our friend was evidently 
watching. The door opened as swiftly 
as it had closed, and she reappeared to 
thrust the crumpled wad into my hand. 
“And I don’t want any of your papers 
either!” Slam! 

I'm afraid we were a bit crestfallen 
as we made our way down the wobbly 
stairway, but presently the humor of the 
situation struck us and we enjoyed a 
good laugh, wondering which church had 
produced such fruit. I recalled that 
one of our missionary speakers had told 
us how indispensable a sense of humor 
proved to be on the mission field, and 
we were finding it useful in our busi- 
ness, too. 

In the comparatively short time, a 
matter of months, in which we have 
been engaged in this work, we have 
found it richly rewarding from the 
standpoint of the help we have been 
able to give, as well as from the inter- 
est shown and decisions made—the more 
so that it will bear “fruit unto life 
eternal.” 
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There are a few essentials requisite 
to this type of service for the Lord: 


1. The life of the one who is witness- 
ing should be open to the Lord’s leading. 
That is, every known sin should be con- 
fessed so that there will be a cleansed 
channel through which God can speak 
to the hearts of others. 

2. A number of Scripture passages 
dealing with man’s need of a Saviour, 
God’s provision of His only Son for that 
need, and the way each man may ap- 
prehend this salvation should be well 
learned. A thorough familiarity with 
Scripture is desirable, but a witness can 
be given with a few, well-chosen verses, 
“The entrance of thy words giveth light,” 
the Bible tells us, and it “is quick and 
powerful and sharper than any two- 
edged sword” to do the work. 

3. This work should begin with prayer, 
and the prayer burden will increase as 
the work grows and the needs of indi- 
viduals are learned. 

4. The ambassador for Christ should 
presert an attractive appearance, appear 
pleasant and considerate. This in itself 
will open many doors. Surely it is 
glorifying to God when His representa- 
tives are winsome and pleasing. 

5. And last, but certainly not least in 
importance, overcome what the old Ne- 
gro called “voluntary inertia” and begin. 


If, as eminent Bible scholars seem 
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agreed today in view of the rapid ful- 
fillment of prophecy, the time is short 
before the Church is taken away and 
chaos descends upon the world, then 
those of us who have been well taught 
and who have inherited so much through 
God’s great and precious promises carry 
a great responsibility. To those of the 
Laodicean period, symbolizing the pres- 
ent church age, Jesus said, “Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20). To 
some of us this speaks of a last desperate 
effort on the part of God to reach in- 
dividual hearts. 

Remembering how deep was my own 
need and also because I am not willing 
to cast away the reward which may be 
mine, I should like to have part in that 
harvest of which Jesus spoke (John 4: 
35). But the field will never be crowded. 
“There’s room for many-a more,” as the 
old spiritual says. And those who enter 
to reap will share a wonderful sense 
of fellowship with the Lord in His work 
and will bring the peace of God to 
searching, troubled hearts. 

If the America of today is ever to be 
brought back to God, this will be one 
of the ways—who knows, it may be 
the way. 

Paciric PALISADES, CALIF, 


A Recommissioned Sunday School 


A three-point goal commensurate with the Sunday school's high calling 


E BELIEVE that the Sunday school 

was commissioned of God. Many 
of us today believe that the Sunday 
school should have its commission re- 
newed. Not only its “face lifted,” but 
its heart lifted. 

It is difficult to conceive of an enter- 
prise having no purpose or goal. Any 
enterprise without a purpose, or goal, 
is an unworthy enterprise. A Sunday 
school is an enterprise. A Sunday school 
vithout any definite purpose or goal 
s an unworthy Sunday school. Many 
Sunday schools today seem to have no 
articular purpose or goal in view ex- 
cept, perhaps, simply to operate as a 
Sunday school. A Sunday school is an 
enterprise of a very high and holy order, 
and therefore should place before itself 
a goal commensurate with its high and 
holy business. 

Since this is true, what shall we place 
before us as a fitting purpose or goal 
for our school? Anything less than the 
following three-point goal would seem 
to place any Sunday school in the “un- 
worthy” category. 

First.—It should be the constant, defi- 
nite purpose and aim of our school to 
win to Jesus Christ in salvation every 
unsaved person, old or young, coming into 
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and being enrolled in it. Life must come 
first! Dead people cannot be taught, 
trained, or fed. And all, old or young, 
“unborn-again” persons are “dead in 
trespasses and in sins.” They therefore 
must be made alive before they can 
be taught the average Sunday schoo] les- 
son, as it is usually prepared. First 
Corinthians 2:14 says, “The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.” 

The Book we teach is a spiritual Book, 
containing spiritual truth, and spiritual 
food, for a born-again, or spiritual, body. 
Only born-again persons therefore can 
assimilate it. To the unsaved, who are 
incapacitated to understamd and receive 
Bible truth, the Bible presents one won- 
derful exception. The Bible sets forth 
to the “natural man” (or unsaved per- 
son) the way of salvation, clearly and 
plainly, in fact, so plainly that “the way- 
faring man though a fool, need not err 


therein.” To point this “way” to the un- 
saved pupil, is the teacher’s first re- 
sponsibility. However, it still remains 


true that the larger portion of the Bible 
is a “closed book” to the unsaved, be- 
cause it can only be spiritually received 
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and understood. And all unsaved per- 
sons, old and young, are spiritually dead, 
Our first responsibility, therefore, is to 
win them to Christ, that they may have 
life. Then, and only then, can they -be 
Bible taught and Bible trained. 

In the case of the daughter of Jairus 
we read (Mark 5:41-43), “And he [Jesus] 
took the damsel by the hand, and said 
unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being 
interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, 


arise. And straightway the damsel arose, 
and walked: for she was the age of 
twelve years. And he com- 


manded that something should be given 
her to eat.” She did not rise, she did 
not walk, she did not eat until she had 
life. Doubtless it would be startling 
to us if we actually knew the number 
of Sunday schools, and Sunday school 
teachers who are simply engaged in the 
fruitless effort of feeding, teaching, and 
training dead people. 

Second.—It should be the constant, 
definite purpose and aim of our school 
to teach to, and train in the Word of 
God, every saved, or born-again, pupil 
enrolled. 

A baby is born into a home. Immedi- 
ately, everything in that home centers 
around that little one. No plans are 
made, no journeys proposed, without 
taking into consideration that little life. 
His feeding, care, training, development 
—all these must be arranged for, and 
taken care of by others. Nothing is left 
to the babe himself. Why? Because 
he does not know what his needs are, 
or how they should be supplied. 

Just so with a new-born babe in Christ. 
He does not know what sustenance he 
needs, how it is to be supplied, where 
it is to come from, nor how to appropri- 
ate it. All this must be left to the care 
and judgment of others, who, under God, 
are responsible to supply proper and 
necessary food, as “meat in due season.” 

This responsibility is, first of all, the 
responsibility of the Sunday school 
teacher. And such a spiritual nurse, to 
be able to properly care for and feed 
a new-born babe in Christ, requires a 
course in spiritual nursing. Too long 
we have been satisfied with those who 
have been just “willing to take a class.” 
Willingheartedness is a prime necessity 
in any kind of service for Christ, but 
that is far from being the only equip- 
ment needed for such a high, holy, and 
important service. Such a course should 
be provided by the church, or church 
school, and made available to every 
willing-hearted teacher. Not necessarily 
in a public Bible school, bui by, and 
in the church itself. Every church 
should have the joy, and responsibility 
of growing and training its own teachers, 

Third.—It should be the constant, defi- 
nite purpose and aim of our school, to 
seek to channel the life of every saved 
and born again member of our school 
into some specific, personal, and indi- 

(Continued on page 350) 
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The Uniform Lessons 
(Continued from second page) 


1825. There was, however, agitation for 
a system that could be more widely used. 

“The Sunday-School Teacher, issued 
in Chicago, and then edited by Edward 
Eggleston, prepared and published a 
series of Bible lessons intended for use 
in all Sunday-schools, which gained wide 
favor. Notes on these lessons were 
printed in several religious weeklies of 
different denominations, notably in the 
Baptist Standard, of Chicago. These 
lessons were also made the theme 
for the popular noonday prayer meet- 
ings, under the leadership of D. L. Moody. 
The Sunday School Times, of Philadel- 
phia, had special notes on the same les- 
sons. Mr. Eggleston voiced the prevail- 
ing sentiment, saying: ‘One lesson for 
the school—the Bible classes, main 
school, and the infant class, but adapted 
by teachers to the capacities and wants 
of each—is the watchword .. . the foun- 
dation for all true advancement. 
Without a uniform lesson there can be 
no teachers’ meeting; genera] exercises 
are impossible; unity in hymns and 
prayer out of the question; the moral 
power of members studying the same 
passage is destroyed.’” 

Among the early leaders in the move- 
ment for uniform lessons was the Rev. 
John H. Vincent, a minister of the 
Methodists of the North; the Rev. Henry 
C. McCook, Northern Presbyterian; B. F. 
Jacobs, writer of Notes in the Baptist 
Standard; and H. Clay Trumbull, one 
of the workers of the American Sunday- 
School Union, secretary and later chair- 
man of the National Sunday School Con- 
vention, and Editor of THE SuNnpDay 
ScHoo, Times from 1875 until his death 
in 1903. Representatives of twenty-nine 
Sunday school publishing societies and 
houses assembled in New York in Au- 
gust, 1871, and appointed a committee 
to prepare a trial list of uniform lesson 
topics for 1872. The committee consisted 
of Edward Eggleston, Richard Newton, 
John H. Vincent, Henry C. McCook, and 
B. F. Jacobs. After considerable study, 
discussion, and controversy, the uniform 
lesson outlines were enthusiastically ap- 
proved by the majority of the delegates 
to the National Sunday School Convention 
at Indianapolis in April, 1872. That was the 
beginning of the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons which are used 
to this day. 

Tue Sunpay ScHOOL TIMES, along with 
other publishers who use the uniform 
lesson outlines, for many years made 
annual contributions to help defray the 
expenses of compiling the outlines. The 
1942 lesson outlines were the first for 
which royalty payments were required 
by the International Council of Religious 
Education, and payments for. these be- 
gan in 1940, as publishers must plan 
well in advance for their lesson mate- 


rial. 
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The International Council of Religious 
Education had a legal right to copyright 
their lesson outlines, since the decision 
on portions to be studied, the choice of 
headings, Golden Texts, and subheadings 
for different departments, as well as 
suggestions for study, require the time 
and thought of a large committee; and 
the result is a distinctive, annual plan 
for the study of the Bible. It is not the 
sections of Scripture to be used which 
are copyrighted, but the plan and the 
outlines. The Council had as much right 
to copyright their outlines as a group of 
authors, collaborating on a book, have 
to copyright their work. (It should be 
noted that this is not a discussion of the 
good and bad points of the International 
Uniform Lessons, but an outline of their 
history.) The Times does not know 
whether the copyrighting of the Ameri- 
can Standard Version of the Bible had 
any connection with the preparation and 
copyrighting of the lesson outlines. 

The American Standard Version of the 
Bible was copyrighted in 1901 by Thomas 
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Nelson & Sons, who held the copyright 
until 1929, when it was taken over by 
the International Council of Religious 
Education. 

Wherever the Bible text is quoted in 
the printed International Uniform Lesson 
outlines, the American Standard Version 
has been used for some years, and the 
Committee has recently been using the 
text of the Revised Standard Version. 

For its lesson text, THE SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times used both the King 
James Version and the American Stand- 
ard Version from the beginning of 1901 
through October 12, 1907. The A.S.V. 
was used exclusively from then until 
June 7, 1930. One issue, June 14, con- 
tained no Bible lesson text; the K.J.V. 
was used from June 21 through October 
4, 1930; both the A.S.V. and K.J.V. were 
then used from October 11, 1930, through 
1943. Beginning with the issue of Jan- 
uary 1, 1944, the Trmes has used only the 
K.J.V. text at the head of its lesson de- 
partment, and expects to continue do- 
ing so. 


Topics for Your Workers Conference 


Preparing in advance for help for both teachers and pupils 


HE monthly workers’ conference in 

any school will accomplish more 
good if a prepared program is presented, 
and this program will be better if the 
school adopts a series of topics to cover 
a year. When the yearly program is 
prepared in advance, then there is time 
to allot the various topics to individuals 
and each will have sufficient time to 
carefully prepare his talk.-In one school, 
the superintendent wrote on a board a 
number of subjects and had the teachers 
select such as they wished to have dis- 
cussed. In another school the teachers 
were asked to suggest topics for discus- 
sion, and these were written on a board. 
Then a certain number were selected 
and the subjects assigned to different 
persons for future discussion. 

Here are some worth-while topics, all 
of which have been used by different 
schools: 

The benevolent budget of the school. 
What objects should be included; the 
education essential to worship through 
giving? 

How can the program of the school 
be developed to prevent the withdrawal 
from the school of the older boys and 
girls? 

How can we best present a program 
of service that will attract the older 
young people? 

How can we better organize the mis- 
sionary program of the school; where 
can we improve our present system of 
instruction, giving, prayer, and service? 

Can any changes be made in our les- 
son material that will better the school 
program? What are they? 
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Define some definite goals for the 
schoo] to work toward during the year. 

How can we, as a group, as individuals, 
make our school better and bigger? 

What can we do to promote co-opera- 
tion between home and school? 

What would be a good method of keep- 
ing a supply of teachers ready to sub- 
stitute or serve full time if needed? 

Have we any need for a school library? 
If so, where could one be set up, and 
how would it be managed? 

In what way or ways can we secure 
punctual attendance? 

How can we increase the average at- 
tendance? 

How can we conduct the worship 
period so as to make it truly worshipful? 

Is home visitation of any value? If 
so, how can we organize for this service? 

Can we improve our music by hav- 
ing a music superintendent or super- 
visor to oversee the music in each de- 
partment? 

What are the functions of a special day 
superintendent; do we need one? 

It is wise at times to go outside the 
school faculty for speakers. Know the 
schools in your community well enough 
so that if one is outstanding in a point 
wherein you are weak, you can call on 
someone from that group to address the 
meeting and bring you help. Teachers 
need help as much as do the pupils, and 
the monthly conference ought to provide 
some stimulant that will be beneficial 
to the teacher. 

MIAMI, FLA, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES April 18, 1953 


340 (8) * 


International Uniform Lesson 


LESSON 5. MAY 3. BUILDING THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
Acts 18:23 to 21:14; printed text, 19:8-10; 20:17-27 


Golden Text.—For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.—1 Cor. 3:11 





THE KinG JAMES VERSION 

Acts 19:8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly 
for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the 
things concerning the kingdom of God. 

9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but 
spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed 
from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in 
the school of one Tyrannus. 

10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that 
all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord 
Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 

Chap. 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and 
called the elders of the church. 

18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, 
Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after 
what manner I have been with you at all seasons, 


21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jeru- 
salem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: 

23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, 
saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 

24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with 
joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I 
have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face 
no more. 

26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure 
from the blood of all men. 





19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying 


in wait of the Jews. 


20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto 
you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, 


and from house to house, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 
Approach to the Lesson 


PHESUS holds the spotlight in 
E Paul's third missionary journey, 

both on the outward trip and on 
the return. Although he did not actually 
touch the city on the home journey, he 
met the elders of the church at Miletus 
(not to be confused with Melita, the 
island now known as Malta), and much 
space is given to the apostle’s farewell 
message to these men. 

Ephesus was one of the chief cities in 
the Roman province of Asia, facing out 
to the ASgean Sea. We remember that, 
on his second journey, the apostle was 
“forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach 
he word in Asia” (Acts 16:6). It seems 
to have been some compensation that 
the first convert in Europe was a woman 
from that very region—Lydia of Thya- 
tira (v. 14), who doubtless carried the 
testimony to that city of purple which 
was her home. 

That prohibition which so disturbed 
the soul of the apostle was no indication 
that God was leaving Asia out of His 
plan. It was a matter of the “grand 
strategy” of the Gospel. God knew when 
the time wag ripe to attack this great 
center of commerce, with all its mag- 
nificence and all its darkness. So far 
as we know, Paul spent more continuous 
time in Ephesus than in any other place 
in the course of his missionary journeys. 

Despite the deficiency that he found in 
Ephesus because of the defective preach- 


counsel of God. 
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ing of Apollos (18:24-26), a strong 
church was built there, to whom Paul 
later wrote one of the most sublime and 
most profound of all his epistles, and in 
which we can trace the spiritual ad- 
vance of the Ephesians. Nevertheless, 
this church which began so well was at- 
tacked by the termite of self-love, and 
years later, the message of the risen 
Lord through the Apostle John to this 
very church was, “Thou hast left thy 
first love... .I will... remove thy can- 
dlestick out of his place, except thou 
repent.” Nothing so destroys a testi- 
mony as self-sufficiency. That and the 
love of Christ are mutually antagonistic. 
Over many another “Ephesus” one might 
write, “How are the mighty fallen!” 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 19:8.—“And he went into the 
synagogue . . . disputing and persuad- 
ing.” Once again his ministry was “to 
the Jew first,” and he went where they 
would be found. Notice again the “dis- 
puting and persuading,” the same words 
used in last week’s lesson (18:4, Gr.). 
Note, too, the theme of his witness, “the 
kingdom of God.” 


Verse 9.—“But when divers .. . spake 
evil of that way ... he .,. . separated 
the disciples . . . in the school of one 


Tyrannus.” Quite a repetition of what 
had occurred in Corinth. This time, 
however, he apparently rented a teach- 
ing center, which would attract men of 
studious mind. Notice the use of the 
word Way, which should be capitalized, 
as a formal designation of Christianity. 


Verse 10.—“Two years ... all they 


27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the 
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which dwelt in Asia . . . both Jews and 
Greeks.” The time notice belongs 
to the regular teaching program men- 
tioned in verse 9. There was, however, 
a great outreach, covering the entire 
Asian province. The seven churches of 
Revelation 1 to 3, besides that in Colosse, 
and others, owed their origin to this 
vigorous campaign. 
Chap. 20:17.—“And from Miletus he 
. called the elders.” He is now on 
the return journey, and calls a meeting 
of the Ephesian elders at Miletus, a little 
to the south of Ephesus. 


Verse 18.—“Ye know .. . after what 
manner I have been with you.” Paul's 
conduct was open to inspection. Happy 


is the man who can challenge the scru- 
tiny of all! . 

Verse 19.—“Serving the Lord with all 
humility ... and with many tears, and 
temptations.” See what marked the 
service (slave service, according to the 
Greek) of Paul—humility, tears, trials. 
The ministry was not “a highly respected 
profession which gives one standing” to 
this man. It was a bond service. Luke’s 
record says nothing about “the lying in 
wait of the Jews” in Ephesus, nor about 
Paul’s fighting with beasts at Ephesus 
(1 Cor. 15:32). His time there must 
have been far more hectic and strenuous 
than the record indicates. 


Verse 20.—“I kept back nothing ... 
have taught you publickly, and from 
house to house.” There was no compro- 
mising or pussyfooting with Paul. The 
public teaching doubtless refers to the 
daily lectures (19:9), but here also is 
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Lesson for May 3 


pastoral work—visiting and catechizing. 
In addition, see chapter 20:34. When did 
he sleep? 

Verse 21.—“Testifying . . - repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” The note of repentance, 
which marked the ministry of John the 
Baptist (Matt. 3:2) and of our Lord (4: 
17) and of the day of Pentecost (Acts 
2:38), still rings clear in the preaching 
of Paul. The great exponent of justifica- 
tion by faith encouraged no shallow be- 
lievism. 

Verse 22.—“I go bound in the spirit 
unto Jerusalem.” This can only mean 
that a sense of necessity, of command, 
had gripped him. He had no freedom 
to turn in any other direction. The 
bonds of God were upon him. 

Verse 23.—“The Holy Ghost witnesseth 
., , that bonds and afflictions abide me.” 
We are told of such witnessing later in 
his journey (21:4, 10, 11), but apparently 
this whole journey was marked by such 
forewarnings, either in his own soul, 
or by the prophetic ministry of others. 

Verse 24.—“Neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course ..-. to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God.” Paul regarded him- 
self expendable for the Gospel’s sake. 
His life was a course which would be 
fully run when he had finished the tes- 
timony which God had given him. There 
was nothing else to live for. 

Verse 25.—“Ye shall see my face no 
more.” This statement is one of the 
problems of the New Testament. Was 
Paul speaking prophetically, or was he 
drawing a conclusion from the proph- 
ecies of “bonds and afflictions”? It is 
hard to know. 

Verse 26.—“I am pure from the blood 
of all men.” Few of us would dare to 
make such a claim. Would God it might 
be true of us! 

Verse 27.—“I have not shunned to de- 
clare unto you all the counsel of God.” 
Compare with verse. 20. The two give 
us the negative and positive aspects of 
a complete ministry. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

Ministerial farewells are sad affairs at 
best. If the minister is well loved and 
respected, there are many sad hearts. 
If the people are happy at the depart- 
ure, it is a still sadder condition. 

Paul was one minister who could say 
in all good conscience, “I have done my 
best.” So sure was he that he had done 
his best that he confidently affirmed, “I 
am pure from the blood of all men,” and 
challenged the elders with the truth of 
the statement. 

By what means had Paul thus fully 
discharged his duty and freed himself 
of all responsibility? Two other state- 
ments give the answer: “I kept back 
nothing that was profitable,” and, “I 
have not shunned to declare unto you 
all the counsel of God.” Nothing profit- 
able withheld; all the counsel of God 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. April 26.—Paul's Conflicts-in Cor- 








inth Acts 15:36 to 18:22 
Next Week’s Lesson 
6. May 10.—Paul Under Guard in 
Rome . Acts 25 to 28; Philippians 1:12-14 
declared. Here we have the complete 
ministry, negatively and _ positively 
stated. It is a big claim, and one which 


few ministers can make, if for no other 
reason than that few of us know all the 
counsel of God, and few of us are able 
to judge of all that is profitable. Yet 
that is the standard of New Testament 
ministry. 

But the manner in which Paul con- 
ducted his ministry was an equal] factor 
in his right to make such a claim. He 
wrought as a bondslave, with all the 
humility of a bondslave, not with all 
the pride of “the world’s most renowned 
preacher.” No calling is so honorable 
as that of the Gospel, yet no calling de- 
mands such humility for effective oper- 
ation. There are strange contradictions 
in the Kingdom of God. 

If pride must be absent in order to 
secure an effective ministry, so must 
covetousness. Look at verse 33. Paul 
did not ask for a salary contract in 
writing, as one of my students was ad- 
vised to do before accepting a pastorate. 
(I am glad to say he took higher 
ground.) Covetousness is as fatal as 
pride to a spiritual ministry. Not only 
pastors, but all Christian workers, must 
avoid these as they would the plague. 

The complete ministry will have two 
accompaniments—tears and trials (v. 19). 
The religious showman may know little 
of these, but churches will not be built, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 


T WHAT point in his missionary 
activity did Paul reach Ephesus? 

2. Who was the patron deity of Ephe- 
sus? 

3. How many New Testament letters 
were written to the church in Ephesus? 

4. Where did Paul carry on his min- 
istry after he left the synagogue (1) in 
Corinth? (2) in Ephesus? 

5. Who stirred up trouble for Paul (1) 
in Corinth? (2) in Ephesus? 

6. Who stood up for Paul (1) in Cor- 
inth? (2) in Ephesus? 

7. What great claim did Paul make 
for himself with regard to his ministry 
in Ephesus? 

8. Where did Paul meet the Ephesian 
elders? 

9. What cloud rested on Paul on his 
journey to Jerusalem? 

10. What twofold response did Paul 
demand to the preaching of the Gospel? 


(Answers on page 348) 


(9) 341 


and regions will not be evangelized (19: 
10) without them. We cannot know the 
fellowship of Christ without “the fel- 
lowship of his sufferings,” and we cannot 
share in His redemptive labors without 
sharing His cross. 

By such a road we reach the place 
where we can say, “I am pure from the 
blood of all men.” I wonder how many 
of us will arrive? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A good account (Acts 20:17-21, 33-35). 
2. An ominous prospect (vs, 22-27) 

3. An earnest admonition (vs. 28-32) 


Topics for Development 

Apostolic Labors, Whether Tyrannus 
was actually conducting a school at that 
time, or whether he was a _ notable 
teacher of former days who had given 
his name to an institution of learning, 
we do not know, and it is of little im- 
portance. Clearly Paul could use the 
lecture hall only after schoo] hours. An 
ancient authority adds at the end of chap- 
ter 19:8, “from the fifth to the tenth hour,” 
which would be 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., accord- 
ing to our reckoning. “School” would be 
over by eleven o'clock, and Paul would 
then begin. It would be interesting to 
know what the apostle’s daily schedule 
was. He tells us that he supported not 
only himself but his party (20:34)— 
probably by tentmaking, as in Corinth 
(18:3). When did he ply his trade? 
When did he go from house to house, 
catechizing? (20:20.) When did he 
evangelize the surrounding area? (19: 
10.) All this added to five hours of 
teaching! I begin to have considerable 
sympathy for John Mark! (13:13.) No 
wonder Paul was able to say of himself, 
“In labours more abundant” (2 Cor. 
11:23). 

Corinth and Ephesus, Note the like- 
nesses and differences in Paul’s experi- 
ences in these two places. In both cities 
he began his ministry in the Jewish syn- 
agogue. In both cities Jewish opposition 
drove him out of the synagogue. In 
both cities he established a _ teaching 
center—in Corinth in a private house 
right next door to the synagogue (18:7), 
in Ephesus in a lecture hall (19:9). In 
both cities he continued a considerable 
time, with great results. In both cities 
there was a near-riot against him, but with 
some differences: in Corinth the Jews 
made the trouble (18:12), while in 
Ephesus the pagans, under the leader- 
ship of the silversmiths (19:23-28); in 
Corinth Paul himself was seized and 
dragged before the proconsul, while in 
Ephesus two of his companions were 
taken; but in both cities the authorities 
defended the apostle and the Christians 
(18: 14-16; 19: 35-41). 


Personal Applications 
It is our place to obey the Commander, 
not to direct the campaign (16:6, 7, 10). 
A church that lives in the past. will 
have a poor future (Rev. 2:5). 
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When one’s ministry is restricted, it 
is time to move out (Acts 19:9). 

A living ministry is an expanding min- 
istry (v. 10). 

Bond service and pride are incompat- 
ible (20:19). 

He who trims his message to please 
his hearers will not be “pure from the 
blood of all men” (vs, 20, 27, 26). 

The Gospel calls for a twofold response 
—repentance and faith (v. 21). 

Avoid the foolhardiness that invites 
danger, but cultivate the courage which 
does not shrink from it (vs. 22-24). 


Golden Text 

1 Cor. 3:11—“For other foundation 
can no man lay ... Jesus Christ.” Put 
this alongside Matthew 16:18, and you 
will be saved from erroneous views of 
that verse. Only such a foundation could 
secure the Church from the assaults of 
“the gates of hell.” Let us see that our 
individual lives are built on the same 
unshakeable foundation, 

ELMHuwRST, ILL, 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


HOW TO FACE 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HYMNS 


“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Lord, to Thee we turn, knowing we need 
Thy grace, Thy favor, and mercy. For 
we have not loved Thee, nor served Thee 
as we ought, but have followed the de- 
Sires and devices of our own hearts. 
Forgive us al] that mars our lives in 
Thy sight. Put our sins far from us 
and bring us into a life of glad obe- 
dience to Thee. Fill our days with good 
works and make us a blessing to many. 
Give us understanding in Thy Word, 
open doors to serve Christ, also give the 
strength and wisdom to use our oppor- 
tunities. Help, Lord, all the distressed 
peoples of the earth, especially those in 
war-torn Korea and those in lands ruled 
by tyrants. Relieve all in want and in 
woe, and bring the better day of Christ’s 
rule soon. Cleanse our nation of its 
sins, maintain our freedoms, revive our 
churches, and send out Thy Gospel to 
every place that needs it. Do this and 
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more than we can ask or think, for our 
blessed Saviour’s sake. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Looking back over 
his work among them, Paul reminded 
the Ephesian elders that in building the 
church at Ephesus he had stressed re- 
pentance toward God and faith toward 
the Lord Jesus Christ. These are the 
great essentials in making Christians. 
These are needed in us if we would be- 
come Christians. 

A Sunday school teacher asked his 
class to explain what it is to repent of 
your sins. Some said it is to be sorry 
for your sins. But one lad said. “It 
means to be sorry enough to quit sin- 





Become a Christian Today By 
Retyinc On YOUR Saviour 


LYING N 

ning.” He had the idea. We may be 
sorry for our sins, sorry about their 
consequences to ourselves or others, yet 
still go on in sin. That is not repent- 
ance, however, for to repent we must 
be sorry enough about sin to turn away 
from it to God. 

But with repentance must go faith in 
the Lord Jesus. We shall not do very 
well in keeping turned away from sin 
unless we have the presence and power 
of the Saviour at work in our lives. 
Both for pardon for the past and power 
to live by Christ’s standards in the 
future, we need Him. By His death for 
sin our pardon is made possible. By 
His risen power and presence a new 
life is possible. But for both we must 
believe on Him, trust ourselves to Him. 
And none need hesitate to do so, for 
Christ can be trusted not to fail us. 

Listen to these lines found written 
years ago on the back of an Irish bank 
note: 

This piece of paper in your hand 

Declares to you that, on demand, 

You twenty shillings shall receive. 

That simple promise you believe, 

It sets your mind as much at rest 

As if the silver you possessed, 

So Christ who died, but now doth live, 

Doth unto you this promise give: 

That, if on Him you will believe, 

You shall eternal life receive. 

Upon the first you safely rest, 

Which is the surest, safest, best? 

The bank may break—Heaven never can, 

It's better trusting God than man. 

Yes, the Lord Jesus is fully trustworthy. 
“They who trust Him wholly find Him 
wholly true.” Try it and prove it your- 
self. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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It is conceivable that one might have 
most exhaustive knowledge of the text 
of Holy Scripture, and yet be an entire 
stranger to the grace of God, without 
a soul-experience of Him... . Of course, 
it is a foolish thing to try to build 
superstructures where there are no foun- 
dations —W. Graham Scroggie. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Persuading the things concerning the 
kingdom of God” ‘(Acts 19:8).—A glance 
at the church announcements in the 
Saturday newspaper generally reveals 
the sad fact that not many professed 
ministers of the Gospel are following the 
Apostle Paul’s example in the matter of 
preaching. 

It is reported that on one occasion 
three persons went into a church to get 
help. One was a businessman who had 
failed and was contemplating suicide. 
The other was a youth of extravagant 
tastes who, finding his salary insufficient, 
was planning to steal from his em- 
ployer. The third was a young woman 
of gay habits and conduct who had been 
tempted from the path of virtue. The 
minister addressed an eloquent prayer 
to the Lord, and then preached a sermon 
on the theme, “Is Mars Inhabited?” and 
thus the hungry souls that needed bread 
received stones. 

The man committed suicide, the boy 
stole and landed in a penitentiary, and 
the woman went home to a life of shame. 

The apostle preached so faithfully and 
jealously that in the space of two years 
all Asia Minor “heard the word of the 
Lord Jesus.” 

“Serving the Lord with all humility 
of mind” (Acts 20:19).—Humanly speak- 
ing, if any preacher ever had a right to 
be proud, it was the Apostle Paul; yet 
he served the Lord “with all humility 
of mind, and with many tears, and temp- 
tations [or trials].” 

The pride of some preachers is noth- 
ing short of amazing. A bishop warned 
his parishioners that if they did not cease 
a certain practice, which was perfectly 
proper in itself but objectionable to him, 
he would both ostracize and anathema- 
tize them. 

Pride is a noxious weed which will 
grow of itself, but humility is a beau- 
tiful and fragrant flower which must 
needs be cultivated. John Bunyan 
quaintly said: 

He that is down need fear no fall, 
He that is low, no pride: 

He that is humble ever shall 
Have God to be his guide. 

“I kept back nothing that was profit- 
able unto you” (Acts 20:20).—Notice, 
that the apostle said “profitable” not 
“palatable.” Someone has aptly said: 
“Too many sermons are like well 
blended tea. The great object is to 
make them palatable to all. The flavor 
is the chief thing. And it has become 
quite an art in some quarters to mix 
up the thoughts of men with the Word 
of God, and so blend (corrupt) them 
that itching ears are highly pleased with 
the sermons. Law and Gospel, works 
and faith, are so artfully blended that 
unrenewed hearts receive the mixture 
gladly. But we are not told to blend, 
but to rightly divide the Word of Truth.” 
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“Publickly, and from house to house” 
(Acts 20:20).—Some preachers find the 
public phase of service very difficult; 
while others regard the house-to-house 
phase exceedingly trying. Thank God 
that both avenues are open to us today, 
as they were in apostolic days. Both 
should be utilized to the glory of God. 

Not all pastors can say as one did: 
“Pastoral work has always been my pas- 
sion. It has been my rule to know 
everybody in this congregation, if pos- 
sible, and seldom have I allowed a day 
to pass without a visit to some of your 
homes. To carry out thoroughly a sys- 
tem of personal oversight, to visit every 
family, to stand by the sick and dying, 
to put one’s self into sympathy with 
aching hearts and bereaved households 
is a process that has swallowed up time, 
and I tell you it has strained the nerves 
prodigiously. Costly as the process has 
been, it has paid. If I have given ser- 
mons to you, I have reseived sermons 
from you. The closest tie that binds us 
together is that sacred tie that has been 
wound around the cribs in your nurs- 
eries, the couches in your sick chambers, 
the chairs at your firesides, and even the 
coffins that have borne to the grave your 
precious dead.” 

“Repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20: 
21).— What a simple summary of the 
apostle’s ministry: repentance and faith 
for both Jews and Gentiles. 

Repentance is not remorse. Repent- 
ance is not penance. It is the sinner’s 
acknowledgment of his guilt, and a right- 
about-face toward God with a genuine 
longing to be completely delivered 
from it. 

Faith has wrongly been defined as “be- 
lieving you have something when you 
haven't it at all.” “Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). Hence, faith can 
be defined as “taking God at His Word.” 
It is setting to one’s seal that God is true, 
Faith is the eye that sees Christ dead, 
buried, and risen, as God’s remedy for 
our sins. 

Richard Baxter says of this farewell 
address: “I think this one speech better 
deserveth a twelve-months’ study than 
most things that young students do lay 
out their time in. O brethren, write it 
on your study doors; or set it as your 


“copy, in capital letters still before your 


eyes. Could we but well learn two or 
three lines of it, what preachers should 
we be! (1) For our general business, 
‘Serving the Lord with humility of 
mind’; (2) our special work, ‘Take heed 
to yourselves and to all the flock’; (3) 
our doctrine, ‘Repentance toward God 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ’; 
(4) the place and manner of teaching, 
‘I have taught you publickly and from 
house to house’; (5) the object and in- 
ternal manner, ‘I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with tears.’ This 
is that which must win souls and pre- 
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serve them. (6) His innocency and self- 
denial for the advantage of the Gospel, 
‘I have coveted no man’s silver or gold’; 
(7) his patience, ‘None of these things 
move me, neither count I my life dear’; 
(8) and among all our motives, these 
have need to be in capital letters be- 
fore our eyes: (1) We oversee and feed 
the Church of God ... and (2) guard 
against grievous wolves entering in 
among you, not sparing the flock.” 
Wawona, CALIF, 


wg 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is one verse in our 

lesson text today that shows the 
depth and the loftiness of Paul’s con- 
secration to his task; his loyalty to Jesus 
Christ who had given to him that task. 
It is Acts 20:24. Read it: “But none of 
these things move me, neither count I 
miy life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the min- 
istry, which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God.” That is what may be truly 
called self-immolation for Christ’s sake. 
Paul knew that in going to Jerusalem 
he was heading into the most critical 
and most perilous period of his life, yet 
he calmly and resolutely faced it. 

I would like to tell you how I first 
came across this wonderful verse. It 
was in Edinburgh. I left the hotel and 
climbed up the hill to visit Greyfriar’s 
Churchyard. Just in front of the en- 
trance there is a rather imposing bronze 
drinking fountain, designed to furnish 
a refreshing drink to people, birds, and 
animals alike. At the top a bowl for 
birds, then a spout and a chained cup 
where people could drink. Next below 
a circling bow] just the right height for 
horses, and last, near the ground another 
circular bow] for dogs. The fountain 
was surmounted by the figure of a dog 
—a little Skye terrier—labeled “Grey- 
friar’s Bobbie.” I had heard conflict- 
ing stories about this little dog, and as 
an old Scotsman came alongside of me 
to get a drink, I ventured to ask him if 
he could tell me what it was that hap- 
pened to “Bobbie:’ He was glad to do 
so, and I wish I could give it to you in 
his quaint Scottish dialect, but the story 
itself is interesting enough. 

He said there was an old hermit shep- 
herd living just beyond the north sub- 
urb of the city. He had contact with 
no one except when he would have to 
come to the city for supplies. But he 
was always accompanied by his little 
dog, “Bobbie,” trailing close to his heels. 
On one of these periodical visits to the 
city the old shepherd dropped dead in 
the street. The body was carried to the 
undertaker’s to be prepared for burial 
the next day. 

The undertaker did not think anything 
of having to drive a little dog out when 
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he closed the doors of his establishment 
for the night. Nor did he think it so 
strange next morning, when he opened 
up his shop, to see the little dog squeeze 
by and make his way back into the room 
where the body of the old shepherd lay, 
awaiting the hands that would bear it 
to the cemetery. The men who attended 
to this last service for the old shepherd 
did not notice that a little dog followed 
close behind. When they had put the 
last shovel of dirt on the mound and had 
come away, they did not Know that a 
little dog remained at the grave. In- 
deed, it was not discovered until three 
or four days later when the sexton was 
making his rounds in that part of the 
cemetery and saw Bobbie sitting by the 
newly made mound. He had heard of 
Bobbie’s devotion to his master, and at 
once concluded this must be the same 
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little dog. He tried to coax Bobbie 
down to his lodge for something to eat 
and drink, for he knew the dog must 
be nearly starved. But Bobbie refused 
to leave the grave, whining piteously. 
This was a kindhearted sexton, and he 
went back to his lodge and brought some 
food and water to the dog, which was 
eagerly devoured. 

So it went for several] days, the kind- 
hearted sexton, appreciating Bobbie’s 
devotion, brought food and drink to the 
grave. But he finally wearied of that 
and decided he would let Bobbie come 
to the door of the lodge for his victuals; 
so he would then take a pan of food to 
his door and rattle on the pan so Bobbie 
could see and hear. After two or three 
days Bobbie, driven by hunger, would 
run down to the lodge for a few mouth- 
fuls and straight back to the grave. 

When the weather was very bad, Bob- 
bie would crouch beneath a half-fallen 
stone near the grave. That went on 
for several weeks, then one night came 
a very heavy fall of snow—the heaviest 
of any the oldest people could remember. 
Next morning, Bobbie did not answer 
the breakfast call, and the sexton, mak- 
ing his way knee-deep in the snow to 
the grave, found a peculiar lump on the 
mound; and when they raked away the 
snow, there was the stiffened body of a 
little dog—frozen—dead. Then all- Edin- 
burgh and all Scotland heard about it; 
and the beautiful bronze drinking-foun- 
tain memorial was erected by a friend 
who wanted the story of Bobbie’s devo- 
tion to his master to live in the hearts 
of dog lovers all over the world. 

I thanked the old Scotsman for the 
story and asked him where Bobbie was 
buried. He replied, “Why, sir, in the 
kirkyard—the only beastie iver burit in 
the kirkyard!” Then I determined to 
visit Bobbie’s grave if I might find it. 

I knocked on the iron gate, and when 
the sexton came, asked if he could show 
me the little dog’s grave. He took me 
to the corner of the kirk and pointed 
to a small bed of fiowers, very red 
flowers, and the tiniest red flowers I ever 
saw. And the bed was in the shape of 
a heart! Think of it, fellows, how ap- 
propriate. I stood looking down at the 
flower-covered spot for a moment, and 
then I took off my hat, just as I might 
have done at the tomb of some very 
celebrated person. I asked the sexton’s 
permission to pluck one of those tiny 
red flowers, to which he assented; I took 
one and dropped it between the leaves 
of my pocket Testament. 

Going back down the hill to the hotel, 
I couldn’t get Bobbie out of my mind; 
such devotion, such unsurrendering loy- 
alty. When I reached my room it oc- 
curred to me to look and see just what 
verse of Scripture the little blossom fell 
upon, and on opening the Testament, what 
do you suppose it was? The twenty-fourth 
verse of the twentieth chapter of Acts. 
It was crushed, and the red blood of the 
flower had stained the page on this 
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verse’s side, and not on the opposite page! 
“But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto my- 
self, so that I might finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God”! 

Fellows, I fell upon my knees right 
there and I said: “O God, help me to be 
as faithful to my Master as Bobbie was 
to his. The little dog in his faithfulness 
was clinging to a dead master; but I 
serve a living Master, who died for me 
and rose again, and who sits at the right 
hand of God the Father; let me have 
a loyalty, an unsurrendering love, and 
an endurance that is more nearly worthy 
of my living Saviour!” 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 


Destroying the Whole Structure.— 
Other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ 
(1 Cor. 3:11, Golden Text). A minister 
once described a visit to a vacant house 
with a friend who desired to purchase 
it. The friend was particularly struck 
by the beauty of one of the rooms which 
he wished to turn into his study: but 
he objected to a cupboard in the corner. 
“T will have to remove it,” he said to the 
architect. “No, you won't,” was the reply. 
“But I can do what I like if I buy the 
house,” said the man. “You cannot do 
what you like with that cupboard,” an- 
swered the architect. “Why not?” he 
asked. “Is it protected by a clause in 
the deed?” “No,” said the architect, “it 
is not on the deed; it is on the plan. You 
cannot take away that cupboard without 
taking down the house; it is part of the 
main structure.” If we take away the 
deity of Christ we destroy the whole 
structure of Christianity—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Life to Us.—He . . . spake boldly for 
the space of three months (Acts 19:8). 
A native said to a missionary in China: 
“You have been preaching this Jesus for 
three weeks. Why don’t you preach 
something else?” The missionary asked 
him, “What do you eat for breakfast?” 
“Rice,” was the reply. “For dinner?” 
“Rice.” “For supper?” “Rice.” “What 
have you been eating for years?” “Rice.” 
“Why don’t you. eat something else?” 
“Because rice keeps me alive,” replied 
the man. “That is why we preach Jesus 
—because He is life to us."—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 
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Determined Not To Be Saved.—Some 
were hardened and disobedient (Acts 
19:9, A.S.V.). “It seems as if some men 
are determined that they will not be 
saved,” said Dr. W. E. Biederwolf in 
one of his meetings. “A little lad of 
three held up a train on the Erie Rail- 
way in New Jersey. He had wandered 
away from his home, and was walking 
along the tracks dragging a tin horse. 
The train approached from the opposite 
direction and the engineer whistled and 
whistled, and at last brought the train 
to a standstill. The trainmen got down, 
but the child was rebellious and bellig- 
erent, and tried to hit the engineer. And 
that’s the way with you. Against every 
purpose and plan of God to save you, 
you make a stand and fight.”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by L. G, James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Can You Report, “Message Delivered”? 
—So that all they which dwelt in Asia 
heard the word of the Lord Jesus (Acts 
19:10). A mere lad in the army over- 
seas was rather hard to manage, but 
when the time came for him to do actual 
service, he suddenly developed into a 
man. On the last day of the great World 
War I he had to go out twice in the 
face of the enemy’s fire, but both times 
he returned and saluted with these 
words, “Captain, your message was de- 
livered.” We are entrusted with a mes- 
sage to the world, and there are many 
places in the far-flung battle line where 
to deliver it is to do it in the face of 
the enemy’s fire. There will come a day 
when we will go out for the last time, 
and at the end of the day report to our 
Captain, who said, “Go ye!” Shall we 
be able to say, as did the lad, “Captain, 
Your message was delivered”?—From 
“Choice Illustrations and Quotable 
Poems.” Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


Willing To Serve.—Serving the Lord 
with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears, and temptations (Acts 20: 
19). Robert Morrison, the noted mis- 
sionary to China, wrote to his friends 
in England, asking for an assistant. In 
response, a young man from the country 
offered himself. After an interview, the 
members of the board decided that 
though he was an earnest Christian he 
was too rough and unpolished, and they 
gave him the decision: “We do not 
think you fit to be a missionary, but if 
you would like to go out as a servant 
to the missionary, we will send you.” 
After hearing this answer, he said: 
“Well, sirs, if the gentlemen don’t think 
me fit to be a missionary, I will go as a 
servant. I am willing to be a hewer of 
wood and a drawer of water or do any- 
thing to help the cause of my Heavenly 
Master.” He was sent out as a servant, 
but he soon became a missionary. He 
was Dr. Milne, one of the best mission- 
aries that ever went to that country.— 
From Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday 
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School Times. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 


Glendale, Calif. 


Her Quiet Witness.—Testifying both 
to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:21). 
Catherine, a very young Christian, .was 
traveling from Glasgow to Euston in a 
carriage crowded with servicemen who 
continually resorted to profanity. Greatly 
disturbed, she sought for guidance and 
then spoke: “Excuse me, you are speak- 
ing unkindly of a friend of mine.” One 
of the men replied: “A friend of yours, 
lassie? We do not know you or your 
friends.” The girl replied, “I mean 
my Friend, the Lord Jesus Christ.” It 
was enough. When the train *reached 
London, they bid her good-by, and gave 
her a cheer. Catherine went on her way 
rejoicing. “It was not easy,” she told 
me, “but it was worth it."—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. 


Living Stone.—Neither count I my 
life dear unto myself (Acts 20:24). When 
Henry M. Stanley found Livingstone, the 
great missionary who spent thirty years 
in darkest Africa, and who had been 
lost in the world for over two years, he 
wanted him to come back home to Eng- 
land with him, but Livingstone refused 
to go. Two days later he wrote in his 
diary, “March 19th, my birthday. My 
Jesus, my King, my Life, my All, I again 
dedicate my whole self to Thee. Accept 
me, and grant, O gracious Father, that 
ere this year is gone I may finish my 
work. In Jesus’ name I ask it. Amen.” 
A year later his servants found him on 
his knees, dead. It was said of him: 

He needs no epitaph to guard a name 

Which men shall prize while worthy 
work is known; 

He lived and died for good—be that his 


fame, 

Let marble crumble, this is Living Stone. 
—From Hugh T. Kerr, D.D. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 

w 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST week we read of some of the 

conflicts of the Apostle Paul as he 
brought the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
different heathen cities. We ended with 
him in Corinth. From there he went to 
Ephesus, taking Priscilla and Aquila 
with him. Ephesus was another great 
city of the Roman Empire. While it was 
only about half the size of Corinth, it 
was very important for two reasons. 
(1) It was on the main highway from 
Rome to the East, so that it was another 
great commercial center. (2) It was a 
great religious center, attracting tourists 
to see the temple of the goddess Diana, 
and to take part in the degraded heathen 
worship of her. This beautiful marble 
building was considered one of the seven 
wonders of thé world, so it attracted 
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sightseers. Furthermore, the worshipers 
of Diana felt that there was special 
merit in having been there, much as 
Roman Catholics today feel about a visit 
to the Vatican, 

Paul preached in the synagogue at 
Ephesus and then continued on his jour- 
ney, promising to come back “if God 
will.” Priscilla and Aquila stayed on 
at Ephesus. After Paul was gone, 
Apollos, a learned and eloquent Jew, 
came to Ephesus preaching the message 
of John the Baptist: that everyone 
should repent and be baptized to get 
ready for the Messiah, 

Priscilla and Aquila invited Apollos 
to their home and told him of Jesus, 
proving to him from the Scriptures that 
Jesus was the Messiah. After that 
Apollos went to Corinth and preached 
there, boldly proving to all who would 
listen that Jesus was the Christ. 

Paul came back to Ephesus and found 
about a dozen men who had repented 
of their sins and been baptized, probably 
by Apollos, but who did not fully un- 
derstand the Gospel, and had never even 
heard of the Holy Spirit. Paul began 
his ministry at Ephesus by teaching these 
men about the Lord Jesus, in whose 
name he baptized them. He then laid 
his hands on them that they might re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit. 

Read Acts 19:8 and see how long Paul 
preached in the synagogue at Ephesus. 
(Three months.) What happened next? 
(When the unbelieving Jews opposed 
him, he left the synagogue and began 
teaching and preaching in a schoolhouse 
instead.) Right. Read verse 18. He 
continued teaching and preaching in the 
school of Tyrannus two years. It was 
a wonderful two years’ work, for not 
only all the people of Ephesus, but also 
the whole province of Asia heard the 
Gospel through Paul. 

How did the Good News spread so fast? 
There are several answers to this. Verses 
11 and 12 tell one reason. God wrought 
special miracles of healing by the hand 


of Paul in this place. News like that 
spreads rapidly. Then there was a lot 
of excitement about seven wicked 


brothers who were what might be called 
“Spiritualists” today. They tried to cast 
out a demon in the names of Jesus, as 
Paul had done. But the demon answered, 
“Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who 


are ye?” Then the demon-possessed 
man fought these men and drove all 
seven out of the house naked and 


wounded. This news also spread rapidly. 
Read Acts 19:17 and see the effect of it. 

Another reason the Gospel spread so 
rapidly was the deep sincerity of the 
believers. Those who were saved burned 
their bad books even though they had 
paid a lot of money for them. They 
did not try to sell them secondhand be- 
cause they knew that they were dis- 
honoring to the Lord. It is estimated 
that the books burned in that great 
Ephesian bonfire were worth about eight 
thousand dollars. You may be sure that 
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the account of this book-burning spread 
rapidly! 

After this, Paul purposed to go back 
to Macedonia and Achaia, then back to 
Jerusalem, and after that to Rome. So 
he sent two of his traveling companions, 
Timothy and Erastus, ahead to make 
arrangements for his coming. After the 
two young men had gone, there arose 
in Ephesus the greatest disturbance that 
even Paul had ever seen. An evil idol 
maker named Demetrius called all the 
members of the same trade union to- 
gether and made a speech to them hop- 
ing to anger them so much that they 
would kill Paul. He began by telling 
them that Paul was endangering their 
wealth by turning people away from the 
worship of the goddess Diana. Then he 
went on to say that he was endangering 
their religion, Between these two ac- 
cusations Demetrius got the men so stir- 
red up that a great riot took place in 
Ephesus. ~Two of Paul’s companions 
were caught by the mob and dragged 
to the theater, followed by a large part 
of the population. It is estimated that 
the Ephesian theater held about twenty- 
four thousand people and it seems to 
have been filled to capacity that day by 
a shouting, yelling mob. Paul wanted 
to go into the theater to face the angry 
mob, but the Christians of Ephesus ob- 
jected. And some of the chief men of 
the city, who were Paul's friends, sent 
him a message not to go, knowing that 
Demetrius and his crowd wanted above 
all else to kill him. 

At last the town clerk succeeded in 
quieting the people and dismissing them 
in an orderly manner. But Paul never 
forgot that dreadful day and referred 
to it afterward in his Epistles. 

Although Paul left Ephesus after this, 
he did not forget the Christians there. 
And when he was at Miletus, he sent 
for the elders of Ephesus to give them 


a farewell message. Let us read it 
alternately, from Acts 20:18-35. Notice 
that Paul had served thé Lord with 


humility, with concern, and in the face 
of great opposition. He had taught the 
people publicly and from house to house. 
He built the Ephesian church with all 
the energy of his being, and in some 
ways it was the greatest one of all. 

Notice how he warned everyone night 
and day with tears, Oh, the tremendous 
earnestness of Paul! See his great con- 
cern for the babes in Christ. And what 
fearless courage he showed on every 
occasion! How lukewarm and indiffer- 
ent we appear beside this great soldier 
of Christ! But the same Holy Spirit 
that indwelt Paul indwells us. Let us 
pray that He may have more control 
over us, so that we may be more con- 
cerned for others, and more courageous 
to witness for Christ. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the Timgs. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Paul, a Minister in Ephesus 
(Acts 19:8-10; 20:17-21) 


PEN class by repeating in concert 


Matthew 28:18-20 written on the 
blackboard. “All nations”! At first Paul 


started in the places where he lived: 
(have a child indicate on the map as you 
mention each one) Damascus, where he 
had met the Lord in glory: Jerusalem, 
where he had gone to school; Tarsus, 
his boyhood home. Then he had taught 
in Antioch, What Memory Verse told 
something that happened there? (Acts 
11:26.) But beyond were nations who 
had never heard of the Lord Jesus. The 
first missionary trip reached some. (Fol- 
low the route on the map, allowing chil- 
dren to mention any incidents they re- 
call.) Teaching them to believe in the 
Lord, and baptizing them was done (re- 
fer to these parts of the verses on the 
blackboard). But they must be taught 


more (refer to the third part of the 
Commission) to do the things the Lord 
had said. So again Paul went to them, 
then to new nations farther off still. 
(Trace the second trip, mentioning Tim- 
othy, Galatia, Philippi, Thessalonica, 


Corinth, Ephesus.) What Memory Verse 
proves the Lord’s promise (indicate 
the last clause of the Commission) was 
for Paul?. (Acts 18:9, 10.) 

You remember Paul did not have much 
time at Ephesus, but promised to come 
back if the Lord permitted. Follow the 
route of his next trip to see if he kept 
this promise. How long was he at Ephe- 
(Acts 19:10.) Where did he hold 
daily meetings? (v. 9.) He also went 
from house to house to teach (20:20). 
Everyone around that city heard about 
the Lord Jesus. Ephesus was a city of 
many magicians. Paul had something 
better than magic, the power of the Lord 
Jesus (indicate that part of the verses 
on the blackboard). Dorothy will tell 
what power the Lord gave Paul (19:11, 
12). My, there was some excitement the 
day some magician brothers, who were 
not Christians, tried to imitate Paul and 
use Christ’s power! George will tell about 


sus? 


that (vs. 13-17), and Barbara about the 
great bonfire (vs. 18-20). Paul took 


time for a trip across to Corinth (map), 
and wrote the Corinthians Letters to 
help them settle troubles in their church. 
Finally he had to leave Ephesus. One 
of the most beautiful temples in the 
world was there, built of white marble. 
Inside was a carved image of Diana 
which people said had dropped from 
Heaven. Here is Gladys’ story (vs. 23-41). 

So again Paul took a teaching trip 
through the churches in Europe, Philippi, 
Thessalonica, Corinth, and back again 
(map). After that he was traveling by 
boat mostly. At one stop an exciting 
thing happened that showed Christ’s 
power in Paul. Franklyn, tell about 
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the young man who fell asleep when 
the preacher talked late (20:7-12). Down 
among the islands the boat with Paul 
sailed right past Ephesus (map). But 
Paul called the church leaders to meet 
him at a place where the boat stopped, 
thirty miles away. Paul was sure some- 
thing was going to happen to him and 
they would never see him again. They 
must be the leaders and do all the teach- 
ing now. He told them how he had 
worked hard to earn his own living and 
help others; they must do the same (20: 
35, Memory Verse). He prayed. They 
kissed him and cried at parting. How 
they loved this teacher who loved the 
Lord and had come so far to teach them 
to love Him, too! 

Are you working as hard at your job 
as Paul did at his: lessons, home chores, 
earning money for yourself and to help 
the crippled children, telling others 
about the Lord? 

Do you want to look at Ephesus now? 
Where the beautiful Temple of Diana 
stood there is only a water hole (The 
National Geographic Magazine, January, 
1920, page 59). Parts of the old city have 
been uncovered (December, 1908, pages 
844, 845), including a church. 

Orono, MAINE, 


oe 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AUL, the first missionary, went 

everywhere preaching and teaching 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. On his 
third journey he was in a city (Miletus) 
not very far from Ephesus (about 30 
miles). Because Paul had spent more 
than two years at Ephesus, he had many 
friends there. So he asked the leaders 
of the church to come visit him. How 
glad they were to see him! Had it not 
been for Paul, they might never have 
heard of the Son of God. 


Paul reminded them that they knew 
what kind of life he lived while he had 
been in Ephesus. (He had been there 
more than two whole years.) Paul told 
them, too, that he had served the Lord 
while he was with them. They could 
remember that, all right. They knew that 
he had taken his orders from the Lord 
just as a slave takes orders from his 
master. He had come to their wealthy 
city with its throngs of people, and day 
after day he had taught them (Acts 19:8), 
first in their synagogue (for 3 months) 
and later (for 2 years) in a school every 
afternoon. He had doubtless showed 
them that their own Scriptures said that 
God would send His Son from Heaven. 
And then he explained how the Lord 
Jesus Christ was that Son. Because of 
Paul’s teaching, many of the Jews did 
believe that Christ Jesus was the Sav- 
iour. 

Paul also reminded his friends that he 


had cried while he served the Lord in 
Ephesus. While preaching there, some 
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On some pretty important things, too. 


Sunday School, for instance. Jimmy has never 
been to Sunday School—the nearest church is 40 
miles away. He's never heard the Gospel story or 
sung “Jesus Loves Me.” 
You may think that's 
unusual, bur actually 
there are thousands of 
children in rural Amer- 
ica who've never gone 











to a Sunday School. 
Write Dept. T 
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But sometimes a rural community can be lonely 
for a boy. And a boy like Jimmy misses out 
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in rural America 







Po is ten this year, and he thinks living on a farm is 
wonderful. To him rural America is a swimming hole 
or a ride atop a hayrack in the summertime — skimming 
across a frozen pond or sliding down a hill in winter. 


That's why the American Sunday School Union 
sends out missionaries to America’s rural 
communities co start Sunday Schools.. These 
missionaries now minister t nearly 180,000 
families each year — conducting more than 
2,468 Sunday Schools and 1,576 Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible Schools. 

These Schools must be kept active-——and many 
more must be starred — if boys like Jimmy 
are to hear the Gospel. Your prayerful sup- 
port of the American Sunday School Union 
will help take a Sunday School t Jimmy. Will 
you answer this need? 
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of the people said awful things (Acts 
19:9) about God and the Lord Jesus 
(“the way,” John 14:6). When people 
said hateful things about the one that 
Paul loved with all of his heart and 
life, it made him sad, indeed. No won- 
der he cried. 

He had tears, too, when he had seen 
the people worshiping the goddess known 
as Diana. Diana, the people imagined, 
had fallen from Heaven. But in reality, 
she was simply a goddess made by the 
people themselves. She could not see, 
even though she had eyes; she could not 
hear, though she had ears; she could 
handle nothing, though she had hands. 
She was a make-believe god. Yes, Paul 
cried when he saw:throngs of people 
bowing down and worshiping her. In 
the month of May, people came from 
many faraway places so that they could 
Say prayers to Diana. 

Many people in Ephesus made their 
living by selling little silver images— 
copies of the goddess Diana. These the 
people wore as charms. Oh, how Paul 
cried when he saw that! To think that 
for 800 years people had been worshiping 
gods and goddesses which they them- 
selves had made with their own hands, 
was enough to make anyone cry—anyone, 
that is, who loved God as Paul did. 
He knew God’s Word (Exod. 20:3). 

Paul cried because he was happy, too, 
no doubt. Once, while he was in Ephe- 
sus, a most unusual thing happened. 
Some of the people had books and other 
things that they should not have had. 
When they finally realized through Paul's 
preaching that Gdd was displeased, they 
gathered their things and threw them 
into a big fire and destroyed them (Acts 
19:19). This made Paul so happy that 
he doubtless cried, 

Paul reminded the men from Ephesus 
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that he had never withheld anything 
from them. Everything that God wanted 
him to say, he had said. How well they 
knew that! They could well remember 
that some who had heard Paul preach 
had ignored the wonderful message en- 
tirely. Others laughed at it. But many 
believed it and were completely changed 
by it. Surely Paul had told them how 
God loved them; that Christ, Jesus had 
died for them; that they had sinned; but 
that by believing on the Lord Jesus they 
could have everlasting life. They cer- 
tainly remembered how Paul had 
preached in the synagogue, on the street, 
in the school, and from house to house. 

Before Paul left his friends, they were 
so touched by all that he said (20:37), 
that I'm sure they promised that they 
would preach and teach as he had done. 
And what they promised, we should also 
promise—right now, 

Among Us Teachers: An effective way 
of indoctrinating the children with the 
facts of the Gospel is to teach them the 
Five Finger Facts: Starting with the 
thumb, let them hold each finger men- 
tioning the fact that goes with it: (1) 
God loved me; (2) Christ died for me; 
(3) I have sinned; (4) I believe that 
Christ Jesus died for me; (5) I have 
everlasting life. By studying these facts 
you will note that they are based on 
John 3:16. Reviewing them frequently, 
and encouraging the children to tell 
them to others, will bring invaluable 
results, 

LANCASTER, PA, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 341) 


1. Early in the third missionary jour- 
ney. 

2..Diana (Acts 19:35). 

3. Two—Paul’s Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, and the letter to the church in 
Ephesus in Revelation 2: 1-7. 

4. (1) In the home of Justus (18:7), 
(2) in the school of Tyrannus (19:9). 

5. (1) The Jews (18:12, 13); (2) the 
pagan silversmiths (19: 23-28). 

6. (1) Gallio, the proconsul (18: 14-16); 
(2) the town clerk (19:35-41). 

7. That he was “pure from the blood of 
all men” (20:26). 

8. At Miletus, south of Ephesus, on 
the coast (v. 17). 

9. The Holy Spirit's forewarnings of 
afflictions in Jerusalem (vs. 22-24). 

10. Repentance and faith (v. 2]). 

ELMHuRST, ILL, 
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If you be contented to remain where 
you are, without any more nearness to 
God, or any more holiness, this is a clear 
mark you have none. Hide me deeper, 
bind me closer, and carry me more com- 
pletely.—Robert Murray M’Cheyne, in 
the Keswick Calendar. 








———— 
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Time was when the native with his drum, would beat out a 
message, or the Indian would relay his communication by 
smoke signals, but today modern methods have been 
developed to sway world thinking. 


The first modern means of communication God gave to the 
Church was movable type, precursor to the printing press—first 
used in the fifteenth century by Jonathan Gutenberg to print 
the Bible. For the next 200 years the printing press was used 
almost exclusively to print Bibles or books on the Bible. 


Since then man has developed many new and effective tools 
of mass communication. Chief among these are films, 
projectors, disc and tape recorders, radio, television, public 
address systems and cameras. 


Unless Christian leaders awake to their opportunity these 
new tools will be wrested from their hands and the church 
will stumble its way to impotency. 


The hour has come for action. It is not too late. Christian 
individuals and organizations must take immediate action to 
make more effective use of these modern methods 

of mass communications. 
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Bibles at Oxford. That is 
why Oxford Bibles are tradi- 
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Recommissioned Sunday School 


(Continued from page 338) 
vidual service for Jesus Christ. This 
can, and therefore should be done. 
First Corinthians 12 tells us that God 
has given to each of His children, some 
special and particular gift, intended to 
be exercised in Christian service. Only 


a comparative few, however, seem to 
be able to discover and develop his or 
her particular gift. The discerning 
teacher, under the guidance and enlight- 
enment of the Holy Spirit, must be able 
to help each individual pupil to dis- 
cover and develop his own particular 
gift. and encourage him in its exercise, 
from the very moment of his entrance 
into the family of God. 

A heartache and headache to every 
pastor is the indifferent church mem- 
ber who assumes no responsibility in 
the church, or in the cause of Christ 
generally. This condition should no 
longer be permitted to exist in any 
church, and the one effective way to 
correct it is to see that every child of 
God in our Sunday school is individ- 
ually and personally helped to find his 
particular place in the service of Christ. 

To successfully carry out such a pro- 
gram in any Sunday school, we call 
attention to three necessary and indis- 
pensable things: 

1. It becomes necessary that every 
teacher be carefully chosen, taught, and 
trained, as to these aims and purposes of 
our school, and have a heart conviction 
to carry them out. How can any 
teacher have a higher calling, or a more 
important service? And any teacher 
who makes this three-point goa] his or 
her aim in life will not only have the 
blessing of God upon him, but will surely 
obtain an eternal reward, 

2. It becomes necessary that every of- 
ficer of our schedl, of whatever capac- 
ity, be carefully chosen, and be inspired 
with a like heart interest in this pro- 
gram, and carry forward the duties of 
his office with it constantly in mind. 

3. It becomes necessary that each 
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member, old or young, of our school 
shall be taken into our confidence, and 
made to feel an individual] partnership, 
and a responsibility to carry out the pro- 
gram of this great enterprise, in order 
that the goal we have set before us may 
be reached. The enlistment of every 
member of our school, both old and 
young, as privileged and responsible part- 
ners together in this enterprise, under 
the direction and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, guarantees success. No one is 
enthusiastic about any enterprise of 
which he does not feel himself an in- 
tegral part. 

To establish such a morale, every 
member of the school must be made to 
know, and caused to feel, this individ- 
ual and united relationship. This may 
be established by appropriate mottoes 
and placards, by carefully printed leaf- 
lets, by constant statement from the 
platform, by the teachers in their classes, 
by careful assignments to pupils, and by 
requiring them to report on such assign- 
ments. Every Sunday school lesson 
should be prepared and taught with this 
definite three-point program in view. 

In order to launch it properly, this 
whole program should be kept before 
both the church and the school, until 
everyone catches its vision and spirit, 
and then seeks its adoption by unani- 
mous vote, 

There should also be an established 
policy to the effect that every member 
of our school be a friend, and show him- 
self friendly to, pray for, and definitely 
seek the salvation of everyone coming 
into our school. 

Since the Sunday school is “the church 
engaged in Bible study,” this program 


should be the program of, and be adopted, 


by, the entire church. This 

calls for another point in 

“Every member of our church, 

ber of the Sunday school.” 
Los ANGELES. 


properly 
our goal, 
a mem- 
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Traveling Westward With 
the Christian Fellowship Tour 


T WILL hardly seem possible to the 

members of the Christian Fellowship 
Tour that only four days will have 
elapsed between the departure from Chi- 
cago and the arrival at Helena, Mont., 
on Saturday morning, August 1. So much 
will be seen during that short time. 
Yellowstone Park, with all of its won- 
ders, will have been visited in that time, 

Buses will take the party from the 
Pullmans to the Placer Hotel in “Last 
Chance Gulch” for breakfast. Then 
there will be a tour of the state capital, 
one of the West’s picturesque cities, and a 
ride into the Helena Valley, with a scenic 
launch trip on Lake Holter through the 
“Gates of the Mountains” on the Missouri 
River. This is called the “Yosemite of 
Montana.” Later, the real Yosemite will 
be seen, so it will be interesting to make 














Lesson for May 3 


a comparison between the “Gates of the 
Mountains,” where one looks up thou- 
sands of feet, and Yosemite in California, 
where one looks down into the great 
canyons. Trains will be boarded again 
at noon, and a fine train ride over the 
main range of the Rockies will follow. 
The train will reach an elevation of 
5,566 feet at Mullan Pass, and all after- 
noon will be spent passing great moun- 
tain cattle ranges, and stopping briefly 
at interesting places, such as Missoula 
and Paradise, where the time changes 
from Mountain to Pacific time. The 
train will continue westward through 
the Idaho Rockies, ‘skirting Cabinet 
Gorge, crossing Lake Pend Oreille into 
Spokane, Wash. 

Sunday, August 2, finds the Christian 
Fellowship party comfortably situated in 
the fine Washington Hotel in Seattle, 
where the entire day is free, with ample 
opportunity to worship in churches, and 
for visiting friends who perhaps have 
not been seen for many years. One of 
the fine provisions of the Tour is the 
arrangements made for a quiet Lord’s 
Day. 

The party will travel by water on 
Monday, August 3, when it embarks on 
the Canadian Pacific SS Princess Eliza- 
beth, where breakfast will be served; 
and there will be a cruise on Puget 
Sound, within sight of the Olympic 
Mountain Range and Mt. Baker of the 
Cascade Range. A short stop will be 
made at Victoria, B.C. (a day and a 
night will be spent at Victoria on the 
return trip), but the destination of the 
day’s cruise is Vancouver, where the 
baggage will be transferred to the char- 
tered SS Chilcotin. While this is being 
done, the party will have dinner at the 
Hotel Vancouver, and then go to the 
staterooms aboard the Chilcotin. De- 
parture is at 8 p.m., and the Chilcotin 
steams off under the great Lion Gate 
Bridge, through Burrard Inlet, and into 
the Inside Passage for Alaska. The ship 
is the party’s home for ten days, and 
each day will bring new experiences and 
many new and lasting friendships. 

The Tour includes many other places 
of interest. An illustrated folder giving 
all details of the trip, including costs, 
may be obtained free by writing to 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary, The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5. Mr. Jaeger will accom- 
pany the party during the entire journey. 
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A Home for Aged 
Hebrew Christians 


N MEMORY of Max I. Reich and 

Charles Weisenberg, two Hebrew 
Christians who served the Lord faith- 
fully, the Hebrew Christian Alliance 
of America is establishing a rest home 
for elderly Jewish people who have been 
converted. It is to be called “The Haven 
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The average man of the world is asking 
that question today. The BIBLE has 
the ANSWER and there is a pocket 
size digest magazine—PROPHECY 
that presents the world picture each 
month as it looks in the light of Bible 
prophecies. 


Prophecy Monthly 


Editors: Dr. Keith L. Brooks and Dr. Victor C. Oltrogge 


A Vital Testimony In Your Home — 12 Months a Year! 


Inquiring Christians and others welcome this concise and clear-voiced handbook 
packed tight with world news of prophetic significance Read it yourself for 
insight and enjoyment; send it to your friends—they will thank you. 
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with a fact finding organization that brings to light all news of vital interest from 
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by God’s people in these confusing days. 
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of Grace,” and situated at Brooksville, 
Fla., north of St, Petersburg. 

The property consists of ninety-three 
acres. on which there are two lakes; a 
lodge, and five cottages; a small citrus 
grove; and housing for chickens and cat- 
tle. The committee in charge proposes 
to build a dining hall, chapel, and motel 
units, and there is room for cottages to 
be built by couples who desire to live 
at the Haven of Grace. Friends of the 
Jews, whose hearts the Lord has touched, 
made possible the purchase of the prop- 
erty by the Hebrew Christian Alliance 
of America, but there is still a $10,000 
mortgage to be paid off. The prayers of 
Gentile Christians are invited for this 
project. Information may be obtained 
from the director of the home, Mrs. Mar- 
garet L. Weisenberg, Box 161 W, Route 

Brooksville, Fla. The treasurer is 
Jack Miller, 1525 E. Walnut Lane, Phila- 
delphia 38. 








A new product for the church, Sunday 
school, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
oughly dependable. Those who make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad to tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay to read them every week. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 3 
“Here Am I” 
(Isa. 6:8; Matt. 4:18-22) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor. and are 


used by permission 


ITHIN the next few weeks another 


school year will draw to a close 
for many of us.. For some it may be a 
graduation year, either from high school 
or from college. Many of us no doubt 


are already deeply concerned as to what 
we will do after graduation. All of us 
who know the Lord Jesus Christ as ou 
Saviour should have the fervent desire 
to make our lives count to the utmost 


in some form of Christian service. But 
all too often we mistakenly look upon 
Christian service as a full-time job 
either as pastor or missionary, or Chris- 
tian worker. True enough it should be 
a full-time job. in the sense that we 
should look upon every day as a fresh 


opportunity to serve Christ and to make 
Him known. But. for many of us it may 


be impossible, at least for the present, 
because of responsibilities or certain 
limitations, to enter full-time Christian 
work. We need to remember that God 
wants men and women, whom He can 
use, on the farm, in the office, in the 
shop, in the medical profession, and in 
the store, just as well as in the parson- 
age or on the mission field 
ye 

The important thing is to be in the 
place He has for us, no matter where 
that may be. In Ephesians 2:10 we learn 


that He has a place for each of us, “For 
we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should 


walk in them.” It is just as tragic for 
a Christian to run ahead of God's will 
.and enter a field of service for which 


God has not designed him, as it is to hang 


back and reject God’s will. If God’s 
place for you lies in the direction of 
teaching, or industry, or one of the pro- 
fessions, you could be out of His will 


by rushing off to the mission field just 
as surely as another person might be out 
of His will by refusing full-time Chris- 
tian service. 
BE 

The important thing for each of us, 
then, is to find out where God wants us, 
and that is not as formidable as it may 
sound at first. The logical, sensible thing, 
if we do not honestly know where God 
would have us to serve, is to go to Him 
and ask Him, and expect Him to tell us. 
In James 1:5, 6a we read, “If any of you 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally and upbraid- 
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eth not; and it shall be given him. But 
let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.” 
pg 

Now, how will God show us His will? 
The Bible records a number of occa- 
sions on which God spoke directly to 
men whom He had chosen for some par- 
ticular ministry. He did so to Moses 
when He spoke to him from the burning 
bush in the desert. He spoke to young 
Samuel in the night watches. He spoke 
to Saul of Tarsus out of the blinding 
light when he was stricken down on his 
way to Damascus to persecute Chris- 
tians. But, to most of us, God does not 
speak in any such spectacular way or 
by any audible voice. He has given us 
for this day and age His infallible Word, 
which contains all the principles and 
precepts that men need to guide them 
into the will of God, and which is full 
of warnings and admonitions that will 
keep us from entering into paths that 
are contrary to His will. It is not that 
we are to use God’s Word as a sort of 
fortune-telling book, or that we are to 
expect to find some particular verse that 
will tell us that we are to enter the 
medical profession or become a mis- 
sionary, and the like. But the daily and 
persistent reading of God's Word will 
condition our hearts and prepare us for 
whatever God. would reveal to us con- 
cerning His will, and we may be sure 
that the Holy Spirit will never lead us 
or direct us contrary to the Word. 
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One of the first principles to follow, if’ 


we would know God’s will for us, is 
that we have no predetermined plan of 
our own. All too often young people 
come to God with some plan of their 
own for lifework and ask Him to bless 
it. Or they come with the idea of find- 
ing out what God's will is so that they 
may then decide whether or not they will 
follow it. We can never hope to claim 
God’s direction and guidance through 
either of these methods. We must first 
recognize that God’s plan for us is the 
best that could possibly be found, in- 
finitely better than anything we can 
devise for ourselves, and then we must 
come to Him with that state of heart 
that is determined to do His will, what- 
ever it is and whatever may be the cost, 
the moment we know what it is. God is 
not a cruel tyrant seeking to rob us of 
all the joy and satisfaction and good 
things in life. He is our loving Father, 
and He longs to give us the things that 
will be of greatest blessing and lasting 
satisfaction. When we come to Him with 
the determination to do His will, what- 
ever it is, as soon as we know it, we 
are not throwing away our chances for 
success or satisfaction, we are putting 
ourselves in His hands so that He can 
do for us infinitely better than we can 
hope or think. 
we 

Then we may expect God to guide us 

through providential circumstances. If 
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we are earnestly seeking His will and 
doing our part through prayer and the 
reading of the Scriptures He will often 
close one door and open another, thus 
plainly indicating what He would have 
us do, 

bd 

Sometimes God uses the counsel of 

trusted Christian friends to direct us, 
and we should pay careful heed to such 
counsel, making sure, however, that we 
are using all the other means that have 
just been mentioned and not any one 
of them alone. 
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While our own feelings or impressions 
cannot be depended upon by themselves, 
God very often uses our own natural 
desires and aptitudes in indicating His 
will, providing these desires have, as 
stated above, been surrendered to Him. 
He has promised in Psalm 37:4, “Delight 
thyself also in the Lord; and he shall 
give thee the desires of thine heart.” 
This may not always mean that God will 
give us what we want. Sometimes it 
may mean that He will change the de- 
sires of our hearts so that we may want 
to do whatever is in His plan for us. 
In other words, sometimes He grants 
the desires, and sometimes He gives us 
the desires He wants to fulfill. 

ve 

Will you make it your business, then. 
to find out from God what it is that He 
wants you to do for your lifework, and 
ask Him to help you to be obedient to 
the directions He gives to you? 
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Hell’s Brew. By David Simpson. (Aus- 
tralian Publications, P. O. Box 707, Los 
Angeles 53: $1.25, paper.) The nature 
and the influence of the unbelief of 
Paine, Voltaire, Darwin, Huxley, Marx, 
Lenin, and others are carefully analyzed 
in this brief but comprehensive study 
of prevailing false philosophy. The 
widespread power of Communism, and 
the increase of Modernistic rationalism 
among preachers are given extended 
notice. Here is a useful survey of the 
progress of the godless during the past 
two centuries. The present volume is, 
in large part, a reprint of the second 
edition of the author’s “The March of 
the Godless,” which first appeared in 
1937. Later facts have been added to 
bring the story up to date. It will be 
of value in leading the uninformed to 
an understanding of the origins of mod- 
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how, as Satan contested every step of the 
long journeys, the life breath of prayer 
and praise on the part of these two 
missionaries, and of the rope-holders 
back home, made bare God’s arm of de- 
liverance. So the first records were 
made, 

As this volume comes off the press the 
call has come for the newest missionary 
to labor in Indonesia, so Joy, Ann, and 
two others are on their way. It would 
seem that every missionary should read 
this moving chronicle and put in his bid 
—above and on earth—for the skilled 
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If You Hear a Song. By Lon Woodrum. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $2.50.) It was the radio voice 
of Andra Storm that reached the Irish 
heart of big, tough Mike Danner. And 
when his rabbit-patch inheritance 
sprouted a gusher, Mike sold his cafe 
and followed the golden voice to Holly- 
wood. Matt Kelly, his pal and one-time 
lifesaver, went with him. Having ar- 
rived, Mike lost little time in finding 
Andra, who, however, used his love and 
his oil well only to further her own am- 
bition. But the story brings in another 
girl, Mary Cameron, who is an earnést 
Christian and not ashamed of it. Mike 
admires her, but is irritated by- her re- 
ligion, for he himself feels no need of 
God at all. The fact that Kelly attends 
Mary’s church and gives his heart to the 
Lord angers him through and through. 
But a combination of circumstances 
finally breaks the power of Satan, jus- 
tice catches up with the criminals, and 
the two young people head back East 
for reality and right living in the service 
of God. A hard-hitting, he-man story, 
showing how life is too much for men 
apart from Christ. 
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the Word of God; and true teachers must 
have grace in order to serve God ac- 
ceptably. Pray against all who corrupt 
the Word of God, and for all who love 
and teach His truth. 


Tues.—Acts 19:1-7. 
The Need of Instruction. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We have not so 
much as heard.” Paul found that ear- 
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nest, believing brethren at Philippi 
greatly needed Christian instruction. The 
need, even in evangelical congregations, 
for Bible teaching is always present. 


Christians need to “add to your faith 
virtue: and to virtue knowledge,” and 


the like, or they will be “barren” and 
“unfruitful” (2 Pet. 1:5-9). Pray for 
more efficient Bible instruction in your 
congregation and community. 


Wed.—Acts 19:13-20. 
Christianity’s Rivals. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Certain of the 
vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon 
them to call over them which had evil 
spirits in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom 
Paul preacheth.” Many Jews in our 
Lord’s time believed that some of their 
number had power to cast out demons 
(Matt. 12:27). This cult of exorcists 
was active in the days of the apostles 
(text). But just as Simon Magus sought 
to buy of apostles the power of the Spirit 
and was justly condemned for it (Acts 
8: 18-24), these “vagabond Jews” under- 
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took, simulating the power given only 
to apostles and to the “seventy” (Matt. 
10:8; Luke 10:17-19). Rivals of Chris- 
tianity are multiplying in our time, but 
will be exposed in due time and con- 
founded. Pray for more evidences of the 
grace and power of the Spirit discredit- 
ing false religionists of our time, 


Thurs.—Acts 19:23-30. 
When Religion Hurts Business. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Our craft is in 


danger.” “True religion” (a Biblical 
phrase) should injure nefarious busi- 
nesses. In the days of our renowned 


evangelists (in previous centuries par- 
ticularly) bad business was given rough 
going. If all Christians buying Sunday 
newspapers suddenly stopped taking 
them, and smoking church members 
stopped smoking, certain crafts would 
be in danger today. The influence of the 
Christian Church in putting a crimp on 
bad businesses should be mightily in- 
creased. Pray for revival. 


Fri.—Acts 20:17-24. A Loving Farewell. 


PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “And from Mi- 
letus he sent to Ephesus, and called the 
elders of the church.” Paul teaches by 
example how a Gospel minister should 
take his farewell of his church. How 
loving and kind was his farewell ad- 
dress. He was able to kneel with those 
loved friends at the parting, even in 
tearful prayers (vs. 36-38). Learn, from 
your apostle, the Christian art of how 
to part with Christian friends. Pray for 
all ministers leaving their parishes. 


Sat.—Acts 21:7-14. 
His Face Toward Jerusalem. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We . . . besought 
him not to go up to Jerusalem... . And 
when he would not be persuaded, we 
ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be 
done.” Some earnest ministers have 
charged Paul with going against the will 
of God in going up to Jerusalem. Verses 
22-24 of chapter 20, and verse 11 of chap- 
ter 23 may throw a little more light on 
this matter. God’s brave servant armed 
himself with the mind of Christ that he 
might suffer in fellowship with Him. 
Pray for courage to suffer for the sake 
of Christ. 


Sun.—1 Corinthians 3:10-15. 
The Church’s Foundation. 
PRAYER SuccEstTions: “‘For other foun- 
dation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.” “The foundation 
of God standeth sure.” ‘It cannot be 
matched by all the wisdom of men. No 
human mind can conceive of any other 
basis for faith, hope, and love toward 
God and for benevolence toward man 
than that provided by Christ Jesus in 
the Gospel. “Neither is there salvation 
in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
Pray for an apostolic sense of the Sav- 
iourhood of Christ by ministers and 
missionaries, 
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